REGULAR MEETING
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
June 26, 2013

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Kern with a salute to the flag.
 Roll call was recorded as follows:

Present:

D’Adamo, Dill, McGuigan, Smith, Triboletti & Kern
Also Present:
Mayor Glasser, Administrator Swain, Atty. Franklin & Clerk Degrassi 
Absent:

Tapp
***************

Open Public Meetings Act

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been provided.  Agenda for this meeting has been provided to two local newspapers and posted in the City Clerk’s Office
***************

Communications

Public Portion regarding Resolution No. 145
Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.
Resolution No. 145

M/S – Dill/Triboletti

Councilman McGuigan congratulated Morgan on her outstanding achievement stating that he knows it took a lot of work and she is an excellent representation of this City and her family.  Mayor Glasser congratulated her and advised that the whole City is proud of her.  Councilman Smith congratulated Morgan as well as her parents.  Council President Kern congratulated them and wished Morgan all the best.  Councilman Triboletti congratulated Morgan stating that her parents have done a great job bringing her up and wished them the best of luck.  Resolution No. 145 was then adopted by a 6-0 vote of those present.

No. 145 of 2013
Recognizing and Honoring Morgan Rann 

2013 Valedictorian – Mainland Regional High School  


WHEREAS, Morgan Rann has been a life-long resident of Somers Point and attended local public schools; and 

WHEREAS, Morgan finished her high school academic career at the top of her class; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of being ranked first in her graduating class, she was named the Valedictorian of Mainland Regional High School for 2013.

    NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the dedication and perseverance demonstrated by Morgan Rann that resulted in extraordinary success, reflects her hometown of Somers Point in a positive manner.  


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the governing body of the City of Somers Point recognizes and honors the achievements of Morgan Rann. 
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Resolution No. 145 (Continued)

ALSO BE IT RESOLVED, that The City Council conveys their congratulations to Morgan Rann and their best wishes to her as she continues her academic studies at Boston College this coming fall.   

***************

Mayor’s Report
Mayor Glasser reported that he heard from the Department of Transportation that they are not going to approve our request for weight limitation on Laurel Drive.  He stated that he has sent correspondence to the Commissioner requesting a meeting on this issue as well as finding ways to really have the upkeep of Laurel Drive.  He stated that they are standing by their decision regarding the weight limitation and therefore, have denied the scheduling of a meeting with them.  Mayor Glasser stated that he is very disturbed about this situation and has reached out to Assemblyman Chris Brown who has promised to help in any way that he can.  He advised that anyone who has damage from large vehicles on Laurel Drive to contact him and he will see if we can put something together.
Administrator’s Report
Administrator Swain reported that the crosswalk to be painted at Bethel and Johnson has been scheduled to be done.  He also reported that FEMA is working on the maps being released electronically.  He further reported that he discovered that there are some properties that are in split zones and they will be considered in the zone that is the most stringent.  He stated that he doesn’t know how they are going to address this.  He also reported on his meeting with a company regarding energy rates.  He explained that there is a possible savings of 10-15%, however residents are automatically in this unless they opt out.  He stated that he will be reporting back more on this in the future.
Committee Reports

Councilman Triboletti reported that there will be a Planning Board subcommittee meeting this week to discuss some of the master plan with regard to Bay Avenue.  He also reported that they will be attending a meeting after July 4th with the DEP to see if our grant monies are available.  He stated that one request was that the City supply a letter of support and he is requesting this.  Atty. Franklin stated that it would be a good idea for a member of Council to attend this meeting as well.  Councilman Dill made a motion to have the Mayor supply said letter of support, seconded by Councilman D’Adamo.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote of those present.
***************

Minutes

The minutes of the Executive Session Meeting on February 14, 2013 were approved as to content only by a unanimous vote of those present.
***************

ORDINANCES

Ordinance No. 13 – Final Reading
M/S – Triboletti/Dill

Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.  Ordinance No. 13 was then adopted on final reading by a unanimous vote of those present.
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Ordinance No. 13 (Continued)

Ordinance No. 13 of 2013

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF SOMERS POINT TO THE NEW JERSEY TURNPIKE AUTHORITY FOR A LIMITED TERM OF TWO YEARS PLUS ONE SIX MONTH EXTENSION SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION UPON CERTAIN CONDITIONS AS PROVIDED IN N.J.A.C. 7:36-25.14 AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES HERETOFORE ADOPTED THE PROVISIONS OF WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT HEREWITH.
                                                                        FIRST READING:
JUNE 13, 2013







PUBLICATION:
JUNE 19, 2013







FINAL PASSAGE:
JUNE 26, 2013
***************

Ordinance No. 14 – Final Reading
M/S – Dill/McGuigan

Meeting was opened to the public:

Jennifer Dahl, 30 Chapman Blvd. came forward and addressed the governing body stating that she is the operator of the “Somers Point Bridge Tours”.  She explained that these vehicles operate in many crowded cities and they stop on a dime and are easy to operate.  She stated that the plan is to bring more tourists to the Somers Mansion as well.  She advised that there would be two morning tours and two day tours which are by appointment only and they will be operating well into the Fall.  Mayor Glasser stated that most of his concerns were safety concerns.  Ms. Dahl explained that they will be using a small landscaping trailer to store the vehicles and it would not be left there overnight.  Mayor Glasser asked about signage.  She advised that there would be small signs that say “Somers Point Bridge Tours”.  Councilman McGuigan reminded everyone that this is a pilot program and it could be revised at any point in time.  
Tom Dahl, came forward and addressed the governing body stating that at the beginner level they on go from zero to six miles per hour.
Public portion was then closed.

Councilman Smith stated that he has concerns and will be voting no.  He stated that it didn’t sit right with him to create an ordinance directed towards one business, he also felt that there were still safety issues being created by adding motorized vehicle to the walkway.  He also added that the Police are not in favor, they are just not objecting to it.  He stated that these are his concerns and he will be voting no.  
Councilman McGuigan stated that if this ordinance is voted down, it would still be able to operate – this enables us to regulate it.  

Councilman Dill asked what powers they have if they have issues with this business as far as pulling the licenses, etc.  Atty. Franklin stated that if there are safety issues there is nothing to stop the Council from amending the ordinance and dealing with it.  

Councilman Smith added that the Council could also pass an ordinance today precluding them entirely.  
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Ordinance No. 14 (Continued)

Ordinance No. 14 was then adopted on final reading by a 5-1 vote with Councilman Smith voting no and Councilman Tapp being absent.
Ordinance No. 14 of 2013

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER 174 “MERCANTILE LICENSES” OF THE SOMERS POINT MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADD A NEW SECTION 174-12 “RENTAL AND USE OF ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSISTIVE MOBILITY DEVICES”; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES HERETOFORE ADOPTED, THE PROVISIONS OF WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT HEREWITH.
                                             FIRST READING:
      June 13, 2013

  PUBLICATION:
    
June 19, 2013

 FINAL PASSAGE:         
June 26, 2013

                                          FINAL PUBLICATION:      July 3, 2013
***************

RESOLUTIONS

Public Portion on Resolutions

Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.

Resolution No. 141

M/S – D’Adamo/Smith

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.


No. 141 of 2013

RESOLUTION APPROVING REQUEST  BY SOMERS POINT TAX COLLECTOR TO CANCEL THE SALE OF TWO MUNICIPAL TAX LIEN CERTIFICATES IMPOSED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF SEWER BILLS, AND TO REFUND THE PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF TAX LIENS ON BLOCK 1511, LOT 8

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the City of Somers Point has determined that certain tax liens imposed for non-  payment of sewer bills were sold in 2008 and 2012 which had been applied to Block 1511, Lot 8; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has now determined that Block 1511, Lot 8 does not exist as a single Lot and Block as a result of the creation of a Condominium Deed; and

WHEREAS, Tax Lien Certificate 08-024 was sold on 12/04/08 in exchange for the payment of  $543.23 and Tax Lien Certificate 12-00040 was sold on 6/28/12 in exchange for the payment of  $743.55; and

WHEREAS, both of the Tax Liens were purchased by Independent Investors, 24 Shawnee Ct., Medford, NJ  08055; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has determined that a refund for the purchase of Tax Lien Certificate 12-00040 in the amount  of  $743.55  plus interest and penalties of  $16.32  and recording and search fee of $52.00 for a total of $811.87 should be refunded to Independent Investors; and
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Resolution No. 141 (Continued)

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has determined that a refund for the purchase of Tax Lien 08-024 for the Tax Lien Certificate payment of $543.23 plus interest and penalties of $264.42, recording and search fee of $52.00 plus reimbursement of a subsequent sewer bill paid by lienholder in the amount of $1,176.15 for an aggregate total of $2,035.80 should be refunded to Independent Investors; and 

WHEREAS, upon cancellation of the Tax Lien Certificates the Tax Collector shall separate the unpaid sewer bills into three accounts (one for each unit) and will schedule a tax sale to sell the three separate liens sometime prior to the end of 2013.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the Tax Collector is authorized to:

1)  Cancel Tax Lien Certificate 08-024 sold on 12/04/08;

2)  Process a voucher for payment of a refund to Independent Investors in the amount of $2,035.80 for repayment of Tax Lien Certificate 08-024;

3)  Cancel Tax Lien Certificate 12-00040 sold on 6/28/12;

4)  Process a voucher for payment of a refund to Independent Investors in the amount of $811.87 for repayment of Tax Lien Certificate12-00040; and

5)  Separate the unpaid sewer bills applicable to the Tax Liens applied to the appropriate property and schedule a tax sale to sell those liens in due course.

***************
Resolution No. 142
M/S – Dill/Smith

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 142 of 2013
Subject:

LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWALS

Introduced By:
COUNCIL PRESIDENT KERN

WHEREAS, the applications of the following enumerated liquor licenses for renewal in the City of Somers Point were found to be in good order.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the below named and numbered applications are hereby renewed, effective July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014:

0121-33-001-013
Apple New Jersey LLC

0121-33-004-007
Point Pub of NJ, Inc.
0121-33-009-003
Alice Pearl, Inc.

0121-33-017-008
Ranalli Enterprises LLC

0121-33-018-004
Bambusa, Inc.
                                      ***************

Resolution No. 143

M/S – Dill/Triboletti

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.
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Resolution No. 143 (Continued)

No.  143 of 2013

Subject:
Awarding Bid for the 2013 Road Program
Introduced by:
Councilman Dill

WHEREAS, on June 25, 2013 the City of Somers Point received bids for the 2013 Road Program; and

WHEREAS,   Arawak Paving Co., Inc. of Hammonton, New Jersey was the lowest responsible bidder; and

WHEREAS,   the City Engineer’s office has recommended that the City award the base bid contract to Arawak Paving Co., Inc. of Hammonton, New Jersey in the amount of $478,800.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point as follows:

1.) The Contract for the 2013 Road Program is hereby awarded to Arawak Paving Company, Inc. of Hammonton, New Jersey in the amount of $478,800.00.

2.) The Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to enter into a formal contract with Arawak Paving Co., Inc. signing on behalf of the City.

***************

Resolution No. 144
Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

City of Somers Point

Resolution No. 144 of 2013

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL OF AND THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A LEASE BETWEEN THE CITY OF SOMERS POINT AND THE NEW JERSEY TURNPIKE AUTHORITY
Whereas, the City of Somers Point (the "City") did obtain by deed dated June 29, 1990 and recorded in the Office of the Atlantic County Clerk in Deed Book 5279, Pages 28 through 36 certain real property designated on the Tax Map of the City as Block 2903 being a part of Lot 1and also known as a portion of Drag Island (the "Property"); and

Whereas, the Property is unfunded parkland and appears on the City's Recreation and Open Space Inventory on file with New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection ("Department") Green Acres Program; and

Whereas, the Property has for some time been used by fishermen, boaters and others for recreational use and had been accessed by land using a portion of the Beesley's Point Bridge which connects Atlantic and Cape May counties crossing Drag Channel; and

Whereas, in June, 2004 the Beesley's Point Bridge was deemed unsafe for travel, was acquired by the Cape May  County, was closed to the traveling public and is intended for demolition due to its deteriorated and dangerous condition; and
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Resolution No. 144 (Continued)

Whereas, the New Jersey Turnpike Authority (the "Authority") has conducted an engineering study and has determined that the southbound bridge span along the Garden State Parkway ("Parkway") which is the alternate access between Atlantic and Cape May Counties is in need of demolition and replacement with a new southbound bridge span; and


Whereas, the Authority has prepared plans and specifications for the demolition of the Beesley's Point Bridge, the construction of a replacement south bound Parkway bridge span and the demolition and removal of the existing south bound Parkway bridge span (hereinafter the "Parkway Reconstruction Project"); and

Whereas, the Parkway Reconstruction Project is necessary for the health, safety and welfare of the traveling public, boaters, and pedestrians; and

Whereas, the Authority has determined that the use of a portion of Drag Island which is owned by the City is necessary as an integral part of the construction process in order to enable the Authority to complete the Parkway Reconstruction Project within the required time frame in order to properly protect the public good; and

Whereas, during the period of construction access to the Property owned by the City will be precluded or limited due to the continued closure of and ultimate demolition of the Beesley’s Point Bridge access, and access to the Property by boat will also be precluded or limited due to the need to place protective barriers around Drag Island to protect the sturgeon population as required by the Department; and 

Whereas, during the Parkway Reconstruction Project public access to the Property will have to be restricted for safety reasons due to ongoing construction; and

Whereas, the Authority has indicated that it is prepared to exercise its power of eminent domain in order to acquire the necessary access; and

Whereas, the Authority has requested that the City grant to the Authority a lease of the Leased Premises for a term of two (2) years commencing on a date to be determined based upon the construction schedule plus a single six (6) month lease extension upon a showing of good cause and with Department approval; and

Whereas, the City has a robust recreation program including parks, beaches, boat ramps, fishing piers, recreation fields and facilities, and has recently incurred repair and replacement obligations in excess of One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) as a result of damage sustained from super storm Sandy, not all of which will be reimbursed from either insurance or Federal Emergency Management Funds; and

Whereas, the City also intends to construct additional recreational facilities for the benefit of the public as an element of its recreation program; and

Whereas, in consideration for the grant of the Lease for the term of two (2) years with one additional six (6) month extension, upon a showing of good cause and with Department approval, the Authority shall make a single lump sum payment in the amount of  Seventy Thousand Dollars ($70,000) for the initial two (2) year term plus the grant of a six (6) month extension which payment shall not be prorated if the extension shall not be granted (or such greater, but no lesser amount as shall be determined by the Department to be adequate) which sum shall be paid to the City by the Authority within fifteen (15) days following receipt of approval of the Lease by the Department;  and which funds shall be applied by the City to operate and maintain recreational facilities, for capital improvements to its funded parklands or to its recreation program as a whole; and 
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Resolution No. 144 (Continued)

Whereas, the Authority shall also reimburse the City for all reasonable fees, costs and expenses  incurred or to be incurred associated with the lease negotiation, approvals and execution, including the costs and fees associated with the preparation of documents, the preparation and publication of the required ordinance and the application to the Department, not to exceed the sum of $12,500, which payments shall be made by the Authority to the City within thirty (30) days following receipt of  invoices from City; and
Whereas, the City and the Authority acknowledge that the proposed Lease is subject to the approval of the Department’s Green Acres Program as to adequacy of consideration, intended purpose, and compliance by the Authority with all requirements set forth in N.J.A.C. 7:36-25.14(b) including but not limited to a requirement that the Authority and its contractors and subcontractors shall name the Department and the City as additional insureds under proper policy endorsements (and shall provide current insurance certificates from all such entities to the Department and the City during the term of the Lease), restoration of the parkland to its pre-lease condition or to an improved condition in accordance with a restoration plan approved by the Department, and all other requirements set forth in N.J.A.C. 7:36-25.14; and

Whereas, under the authority granted in the New Jersey Local Public Lands and Buildings Law and, more specifically NJSA 40A:12-14 (b) regulating leases to public bodies, the City of Somers Point may enter into such a lease agreement upon adoption of an Ordinance which shall nonetheless remain subject to approval by the Department as required by N.J.A.C. 7:36-25.14 (a); and

Whereas, on June 13, 2013 the Governing Body of the City introduced Ordinance  13 of 2013, which was published on June 19, 2013 and adopted on June 26, 2013 following a public hearing, and shall be published following adoption on June 29, 2013.; and

Whereas, the form of this Lease Agreement was submitted to the Department for review and approval; and

Whereas, on June 20, 2013 the Department completed its review and approved the terms and conditions of this Lease,

Now, therefore,

It is hereby, RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to execute and deliver on behalf of the City of Somers Point the form of Lease between the City of Somers Point and the New Jersey Turnpike Authority in the form attached hereto.

***************
Consent Agenda

There were no items listed on the consent agenda.
New Business

Waiver of 48-hour rule

The 48-hour rule was waived unanimously in order to consider a Raffle License Application for Somers Point Volunteer Fire Co. No. 2 Auxiliary.  Raffle License was then approved by a unanimous vote of those present.
Councilman McGuigan announced that Mary Jane Bolden who has been our Librarian for a long time is retiring and there is an event on Saturday at the Library from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.  He asked everyone to stop in on Saturday to wish her well.  Mayor Glasser stated that the City should honor her with a resolution.
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Old Business

There was no Old Business presented for discussion.
Discussion of Bills

Bills were presented in the amount of $3,424,020.23 as well as the report of bills paid in the amount of $6,395.00.
Public Portion

Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.

***************

Payment of Bills

Bills were approved by a unanimous vote of those present.  A complete list of bills is on file in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.
***************

Adjournment

There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m.  

***************

Carol L. Degrassi, RMC/MMC

Municipal Clerk

Approved:  08/22/13
