REGULAR MEETING
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
July 25, 2013 (Corrected)

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Kern with a salute to the flag, followed by a moment of silence in memory of Jeff Ang who recently passed away.
 Roll call was recorded as follows:

Present:

Dill, McGuigan, Smith, Tapp, Triboletti & Kern
Also Present:
Mayor Glasser, Administrator Swain, Atty. Franklin & Clerk Degrassi 
Absent:

D’Adamo
***************

Open Public Meetings Act

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been provided.  Agenda for this meeting has been provided to two local newspapers and posted in the City Clerk’s Office
***************

Communications

Swearing in of Police Officer Christopher Haskins

Chief Boyd addressed the audience congratulating Officer Haskins and his family and stating that he is happy to have him on board.  Officer Haskins was then sworn in by Mayor Glasser and was welcomed by the City Council.

***************
Proclamation honoring David Cooper
The following proclamation was read in full.  Councilman Dill thanked him for his years of service stating that he has always been there for this community.  Councilman McGuigan congratulated David stating that he appreciates his service to the community stating that he always did everything with such enthusiasm.  Mayor Glasser stated that volunteers are the background of our community and David was always there when we needed him and he will be missed.  Mayor Glasser then presented him with a framed proclamation.
Neil Regina, SP Office of Emergency Management, came forward and presented David with a plague thanking him for his service over the past twenty-five years.  He stated that it is difficult to lose someone with such enthusiasm and dedication.

Vincent Jones, Atlantic County Office of Emergency Management came forward and presented David with a plaque on behalf of the County thanking him for his service and explaining to the audience that these volunteers work during the difficult times, in the middle of the night, during storms, etc.

***************

Public Portion – Resolutions No. 149 & 150
Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.

Resolution No. 149

M/S – Triboletti/Dill
Councilman Tapp congratulated Mary Jane on her retirement stating that she has always gone above and beyond.  He thanked her for her service.
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Resolution No. 149 (Continued)

Councilman Triboletti congratulated Mary Jane on her retirement stating that all of his children have known her from the Library.  He stated that she is also a dedicated volunteer in other organizations and she will be missed at the Library.

Councilman Dill congratulated Mary Jane on her retirement stating that she will be missed.  He stated that she did a great job operating the library and she not only read to his children, but now to his grandchildren.  

Mayor Glasser congratulated Mary Jane on her retirement stating that she has done a great job over the years with our children.

Councilman McGuigan stated that it is obvious that she loves her community and is a special person. He congratulated her on her retirement and thanked her for her years of service at the Library.
Councilman Smith congratulated Mary Jane on her retirement stating that she has meant so much to the people in this community.

Resolution No. 149 was then adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.  Mayor Glasser presented her with a framed Resolution on behalf of the City.
No. 149 of 2013

Subject:

Congratulating Mary Jane Bolden on her Retirement

Introduced By:
Mayor and City Council


WHEREAS, Mary Jane Bolden joined the staff of the Somers Point Library in 1978; and


WHEREAS, upon the retirement of Sara Heffernan, Mary Jane became the Somers Point Librarian; and


WHEREAS, Mary Jane oversaw the transition of the Library from an independent library to becoming a branch of the Atlantic County Library System; and


WHEREAS, Mary Jane retired on June 30, 2013 as Branch Manager; and


WHEREAS, for over thirty-five years library patrons knew Mary Jane as the public face of the library.  Through the years, numerous children in our community enjoyed story time and summer reading programs with “Miss Mary Jane.”  By the time she announced her retirement, she was reading to the children of the children she had started programs with; and


WHEREAS, outside of the Library, Mary Jane continues to be active in her community, being involved in the Somers Point Volunteer Fire Co. No. 1 Auxiliary and other community organizations.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council on behalf of themselves, the residents of Somers Point and the patrons of the Library hereby thank Mary Jane Bolden for her many years of service to our Community and wish her well in her retirement.
***************

Resolution No. 150

M/S – McGuigan/Tapp

Councilman McGuigan stated that Carl’s service to the City is legendary and that this resolution is long overdue.  He congratulated Carl and thanked him for all he has done for this community.  
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Resolution No. 150 (Continued)

Councilman Dill thanked him for his service to the City, stating that they worked together on several occasions and his dedication is beyond reproach.  He stated that any time the City needed him for anything, he was there.

Mayor Glasser stated that Carl is another legendary Somers Pointer, stating that these are the people who made this town what it is today – Autsie Elwell and Bud Kern to name a few others.  He stated that we can’t do without our volunteers in this town and thanked him for his service.
Councilman Smith thanked him for his service stating that it was a big deal when you are a kid and get to play on the Senior Field under the lights.

Council President Kern stated that she is very happy to do this.  She stated that Carl has a wonderful supportive family, which is what it takes to be able to do a lot of these things.  She stated that it was Carl, her Dad and Autsie down there working.  She stated that he is one of those wonderful people.

Resolution No. 150 was then adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.  Mayor Glasser and Council President Kern presented him with a framed Resolution on behalf of the City.


No. 150 of 2013


Subject:

Honoring Carl Mell
Introduced By:
Mayor and City Council



WHEREAS, the quality of a Community can often be measured by the dedication and commitment of its residents and volunteers; and


WHEREAS, Carl Mell is one of those dedicated and committed volunteers; and


WHEREAS, Carl was involved with the youth sports in the City of Somers Point from 1962 to 1972, working with Bud Kern to build the Little League Building and the Youth Center, and clearing out “The Pit” to make way for the Football Field and Hockey Rinks; and


WHEREAS, Carl was involved with getting the first set of lights on the Senior League Field and umpired numerous baseball games over the years; and


WHEREAS, Carl Mell also served the City of Somers Point as a member of City Council from 1978 through 1980; and


WHEREAS, Carl also joined the City of Somers Point Fire Department in May of 1981 serving as a Captain in 1982, Deputy Fire Chief in 1983 and 1984 and was appointed Fire Chief in 1985 for a three year term ending in December of 1987.
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council, on behalf of themselves, the residents of Somers Point and the youth of the City of Somers Point hereby extend their sincere appreciation to Carl Mell for his many years of volunteer service to the City of Somers Point.

***************
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Lloyd Humphrey – MS City to Shore Bike Ride

Lloyd Humphrey came forward and thanked the City of Somers Point for allowing him to appear tonight.  He stated that it is with great pleasure that he thanks the City for their support year in and year out.  He stated that Somers Point is highly impacted by this bike ride each year.  He stated that it helps to raise over five million dollars of which seventy-five percent stays right here in the Delaware Valley.  He presented a plaque to the City thanking them for their support.  Council President Kern thanked him on behalf of the City and added that they run a very nice event.
***************

Mayor’s Report
Mayor Glasser reported that the Atlantic County Historical Society is celebrating their 100th anniversary on Saturday from 11 am – 3 pm and asked everyone to attend.  He also reported that he had the honor of attending the annual Kern Scholarship luncheon today.  Mayor Glasser also mentioned the passing of one of our firefighters who was also a dispatcher, Jeffrey Ang.  He stated that Jeff was a great friend to all of us and a great employee.  He stated that he was part of Somers Point and he would personally like to thank the Police Department and the Fire Department for the tribute they gave him last week, stating that he is sure that Jeff’s son appreciated it.  He stated that we are losing too many good people to that dreaded disease.
Administrator’s Report
There was no report given.
Committee Reports

There were none given.

***************

Minutes

There were no minutes presented for approval.

***************

ORDINANCES

Ordinance No. 15 – First Reading
M/S – Triboletti/Dill
Adopted on first reading by a unanimous vote of those present.

ORDINANCE NO. 15 OF 2013

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SOMERS POINT, COUNTY OF ATLANTIC, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING CERTAIN UNEXPENDED PROCEEDS OF THE SALE OF PREVIOUSLY ISSUED BONDS AND NOTES TO FINANCE THE COST OF ADDITIONAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND TAKING RELATED ACTIONS
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Ordinance No. 15 (Continued)



WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point, County of Atlantic, New Jersey (“City”) has, pursuant to the Local Bond Law, Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (“Local Bond Law”), and Ordinance No. 8-2001, finally adopted on June 14, 2001, and Ordinance No. 6-2005, finally adopted on May 25, 2005, (collectively the aforesaid Ordinances are hereinafter referred to as the “Ordinances”), both duly published as required by law, authorized, issued and sold general obligation bonds in the years 2003 and 2009, respectively (collectively, the “Obligations”) to finance the costs of various municipal projects and improvements as are more fully described in the Ordinances (collectively, the “Prior Projects”); and 

WHEREAS, payment of all of the costs of the Prior Projects under the Ordinances has been made or provided for and $108,612.82 of the proceeds of the sale of the Obligations for the Prior Projects are not necessary for such purposes and remain unexpended (“Unexpended Proceeds”); and


WHEREAS, Section 40A:2-39 of the Local Bond Law provides that, if, in the opinion of the City Council of the City (“Council”), it is in the best interest of the City, the Unexpended Proceeds may be appropriated to and used to finance the cost of any other purpose or purposes for which bonds may be issued; and


WHEREAS, Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the City to appropriate the Unexpended Proceeds towards the costs of additional capital improvements and projects for the City as hereinafter specified.


NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOMERS POINT, COUNTY OF ATLANTIC, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring), does hereby ordain as follows:


Section 1.
Capital Character of Additional Projects; Authorization.  It is hereby determined that the Unexpended Proceeds shall be used to finance the specified cost of the following additional capital improvements and projects to be undertaken by the City (the “Additional Projects”):

(a) Improvements to portions of various municipal roadways in the amount of $60,922.32;

(b) Purchase of equipment for the Fire Department in the amount of $40,000.00; and

(c)
Improvements and upgrades to the City’s existing computer system and network in the amount of $7,690.50.
The Additional Projects constitute purposes for which bonds may be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law, having a period of usefulness in excess of five (5) years, as required by Section 40A:2-21 of the Local Bond Law.  The purchase and implementation of the Additional Projects is hereby authorized to be made as general improvements in and for the City.


Section 2.
Appropriation of Unexpended Proceeds.
 It is hereby determined that, in the opinion of Council, it is in the best interest of the City to appropriate the Unexpended Proceeds in the amount of $108,612.82 under the Ordinances to finance the costs associated with the Additional Projects, and accordingly, said sum is hereby appropriated.



Section 3.
Capital Budget Amendment.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital improvement program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, are on file with the City Clerk and are available for public inspection.
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Ordinance No. 15 (Continued)



Section 4.
No Additional Indebtedness Authorized.  This Ordinance does not authorize any additional indebtedness, but merely appropriates proceeds of the Obligations in excess of the amount required to complete the improvements for the financing of which such Obligations were originally issued.



Section 5.
Repeal of Inconsistent Legislation.  All ordinances and resolutions or parts thereof to the extent inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed or rescinded.



Section 6.
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final adoption and publication as required by law.

FIRST READING:  

July 25, 2013

PUBLICATION:

July 31, 2013

FINAL ADOPTION: 

August 22, 2013

PUBLICATION: 

August 28, 2013
***************

Ordinance No 16 – First Reading
M/S – Dill/Triboletti

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

Ordinance No. 16 of 2013

An Ordinance Enacted Under Authority of N.J.S.A. 39:4-197 Regulating the Parking of Vehicles on Certain Streets and Portions Thereof; Amending and Supplementing the Somers Point Municipal Code Chapter 250 Vehicles and Traffic, Article I Section 250-24.1 Schedule 1A and Repealing All Ordinances Heretofore Adopted, The Provisions of Which Are Inconsistent Herewith.

WHEREAS,  N.J.S.A. 39:4-197 authorizes a Municipality, by Ordinance, to regulate the parking of vehicles on municipal streets and portions thereof; and
WHEREAS, a determination has been made by the Somers Point City Engineer that due to the deteriorating condition of a bulkhead abutting Launch Avenue which has been identified and warning signs having been erected to inform the traveling public, in the interest of public safety and for the proper access by Fire and Rescue vehicles a recommendation to eliminate vehicle stopping, standing and parking adjacent to the bulkhead area has been made; and; 

WHEREAS,  the recommendations made by the City Engineer have been reviewed by the Somers Point Police Department Traffic Officer and have been deemed appropriate and reasonable; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend and supplement Chapter 250 of the Code of the City of Somers Point in order to implement the recommended change in parking regulations

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point, County of Atlantic, and State of New Jersey as follows:
SECTION  1:
The Somers Point Municipal Code Chapter 250 Vehicles and Traffic, Article I Section 250-24.1 Schedule 1A “No Parking, Stopping, Standing” at any time is hereby amended and supplemented to add the following described streets or parts of streets:

Name of Street 

Side



Location

Launch Avenue

East

From Maryland Avenue to Southerly Terminus
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SECTION 2: “No Parking, Stopping or Standing This Side” signage shall be installed and placed according to New Jersey Department of Transportation standards with standard spacing as required by Regulation and in conformance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways.

SECTION 3: All other provisions of Chapter 250 shall remain in full force and effect and shall apply to this amendment upon the effective date of this Ordinance

SECTION 4:
All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistencies


SECTION 5:
Should any section, clause, sentence, phrase or provision or any item in any schedule of this ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this ordinance.

SECTION 6:  This Ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, publication and adoption in the manner prescribed by law.
FIRST READING:
   July 25, 2013

PUBLICATION:
July 31, 2013

FINAL PASSAGE:  August 22, 2013
     




    **************


RESOLUTIONS

Public Portion on Resolutions

Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.
Consent Agenda

There were no items listed on the consent agenda.
***************
Resolution No. 151
M/S – Dill/Tapp

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 151 of 2013   
WHEREAS,  Somers Point Fire Co. No. 2 a non-profit Corporation as defined in N.J.S. 45:17A-20 situated in and providing services to the citizens of Somers Point has made application to the Municipal Clerk of the City of Somers Point to conduct a “coin drop” solicitation within the City of Somers Point; and

WHEREAS, the Application has been reviewed and approved by the Municipal Clerk and the Somers Point Chief of Police; and

WHEREAS, a recommendation has been made to this governing body to approve the application subject to the terms and conditions set forth on the application; and

WHEREAS, the “coin drop” solicitation is to be conducted on streets, roads, highways or Intersections which are under the 
jurisdiction of the County of Atlantic and / or the State of New Jersey; and

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point, in the County of Atlantic, State of New Jersey that:
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1)  The information set forth in the Preamble is hereby incorporated herein by reference;

2)  The application of Somers Point Volunteer Fire Co. No. 2 to hold a “coin drop” within the City of Somers Point is hereby approved subject to the following conditions and restrictions:


A.  Date(s) of Coin Drop limited to: August 30 – September 2, 2013


B.  Time(s) of Coin Drop limited to: Daylight Hours


C.  Locations of Coin Drop limited to: Rt. 9 & MacArthur Blvd.


D.  The requirements of Ordinance # 3 of 2010 enacted by this Governing 
Body


E.  Compliance with N.J.S. 39:4-60 and N.J.S. 45:17A-20


F.  All additional  terms and conditions shall be as set forth within the application 
and shall be further subject to those recommendations, if any, specified by the 
Chief of Police of Somers Point (or his designee) which are attached hereto and 
made a part hereof; and


G.  If the “coin drop” is proposed to take place on or at an intersection with a 
County or State road or highway and written authorization from the Atlantic 
County Board of Freeholders (if a County Road is involved) and the 

Commissioner of the 
Department of Transportation of the State of New Jersey (if 
a State Highway is involved)was not provided with 
the application as filed with 
the Municipal Clerk, then the approval herein granted is further subject to receipt 
by the applicant of such approval(s) which the applicant shall provide to the 
Municipal Clerk prior to commencing the “coin drop”.

***************

Resolution No. 152
M/S – Triboletti/Smith

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 152 of 2013
Subject:
Taxes Cancelled and Refunded

WHEREAS, the property owner at 50 Higbee Avenue is a 100% permanently and totally disabled veteran; and 


WHEREAS, the property owner has filed all of the forms and provided all the necessary documentation for tax exemption; and  


WHEREAS, the property owner is now entitled to total real estate tax exemption as of September 9, 2012; and 


WHEREAS, the property owner has paid their 2012 taxes and 2013 first half taxes, creating overpayments; and


WHEREAS, the municipality has received a Homestead Credit the property owner is entitled to have refunded to them;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point, tax overpayments be refunded to the property owner.  


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Tax Collector and the Finance Officer by the City Clerk.

Block
Lot
Qual.

Owner



Amount
Year

1613    25       

     Michael DelGiorno

2,696.24
12/13

***************
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M/S – Triboletti/Tapp

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 153 of 2013

Subject:
Change Order – Contract No. 24 – JFK Park Gabion Improvements

Introduced By:
Councilmen Dill, Tapp & Triboletti


WHEREAS,  in accordance with Resolution 53 of 2013, M.L. Ruberton Construction Co., Inc. of Hammonton, NJ was awarded the contract for the JFK Park Gabion Improvements for the sum of $461,750.70; and

WHEREAS, during the course of construction changes were made to reflect as-built quantities; and

WHEREAS, the City Engineer has recommended approval of these changes; and

WHEREAS, those changes have resulted in no change of the contract amount as follows:


Base Contract




$461,750.70


Change order 1


(to reflect as-built quantities)


         -0-


Revised Contract Amount


$461,750.70


Total Deduction: $0
Total Additional: $0
Net Change: 0%

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the above listed change to the contract for the JFK Park Gabion Improvements is hereby approved and that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute all documents in this regard on behalf of the City.
***************
Resolution No. 154
M/S – Triboletti/Tapp

Councilman Dill recused himself from voting on this resolution.  Resolution No. 154 was then adopted by a 5-0 vote with Councilman D’Adamo being absent and Councilman Dill recusing himself.
RESOLUTION No. 154 of 2013
A RESOLUTION OPPOSING S- 2114 and A-3317

WHEREAS, Senate Bill S-2114 and Assembly Bill A-3317 have been introduced in the New Jersey State Legislature which, if enacted, would remove the right of municipalities register and license rental units as currently authorized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.12c and 40:52-1d, and prohibit municipalities from enforcing existing registration and licensing ordinances; and
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Somers Point has determined that revocation of licenses and the imposition of penalties are necessary as a proper exercise the municipal police power implicit in the New Jersey Constitution and granted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-2 and, inter alia, to promote, protect and preserve the general public, health, safety and welfare by the provision of safe, clean and habitable housing and with reasonable regulations designed and enforced to encourage the nuisance-free and peaceable enjoyment of residents collectively within the City of Somers Point and to prevent overcrowding in violation of state and local laws; and
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Somers Point recognizes that legislation regarding the rules, regulations and obligations of municipalities within the State of New Jersey in satisfying Affordable Housing obligations is in a state of flux; and
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Somers Point recognizes that landlords control both the selection of tenants and their eviction for cause, and that landlords can best remedy these adverse conditions; and
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Somers Point recognizes that the information provided to municipalities by the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs does not include information which is important to municipalities to have in order to develop an informed response to any future obligation and to develop a meaningful and beneficial long term Spending Plan for the most effective use of Affordable Housing Trust Funds, this Governing Body finds that establishing an accurate base line of rental units within the City is an essential element; and
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Somers Point recognizes that the need for an organized and uniform registration and inspection program for all residential rental dwelling units within the City upon a change in occupancy is necessary and appropriate to ensure that rental properties are maintained to enhance the public health and safety of tenants and their neighbors; and
WHEREAS, the municipal rental registration ordinances which have been enacted and enforced by the City of Somers Point and other municipalities do not duplicate the information provided by landlords to the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs but do expand upon the scope of the information requested in order to satisfy legitimate governmental purposes; and 

WHEREAS, if the proposed legislation is adopted and enacted, the ability of municipalities to obtain this vital information will be removed and the right of municipalities to enact or enforce such ordinances will be prohibited.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the City of Somers Point does hereby urge the legislature to reject Senate Bill S-2114 and Assembly Bill A-3317; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk is hereby requested to send certified copies of this resolution to Senate President Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Oliver, Assemblymen John Amodeo and Christopher Brown, Senator James Whelan, Governor Christie and the New Jersey League of Municipalities.

***************

Resolution No. 155
M/S – Dill/Triboletti

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.
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No. 155 of 2013

Subject:
Request to the Atlantic County Executive to Authorize and Direct the Atlantic County Engineer to Conduct a Pedestrian Cross Walk Study at Somers Point - Mays Landing Road and Broadway.

Introduced by:
Councilman Dill 


WHEREAS,  a recommendation had been made by the Somers Point City Engineer and by the Somers Point Police Department to investigate the safety and feasibility of installing a crosswalk crossing Somers Point - Mays Landing Road (County Road 539) at Broadway due to the high number of pedestrians crossing this roadway during the evening and dusk hours during many of the area's restaurant's peak hours as more specifically set forth in a letter from Mott Associates dated July 23, 2013 attached hereto as Exhibit 1; and

WHEREAS, Somers Point - Mays Landing Road is a County road situated within the City of Somers Point; and 

WHEREAS, installation of a crosswalk on Somers-Point Mays Landing Road requires a prior review by the Atlantic County Engineer; and

WHEREAS, the location of the proposed Crosswalk is indicated on the drawing prepared by Mott Engineers dated 7.23.2013 captioned "Proposed Crosswalk" attached hereto as Exhibit 2; and  

WHEREAS, the County Engineer requires a directive from the County Executive to investigate and prepare a report regarding the installation of a crosswalk prior to making a recommendation approving the action proposed by the City Engineer

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point as follows:

1) This governing body approves and supports the recommendation made by the City Engineer;

2) This governing body believes that the installation of the proposed crosswalk is in the best interest of the travelling public;

3) The Clerk of the City of Somers Point shall, upon the passage of this Resolution, send a certified copy to the County Executive of the County of Atlantic requesting the County Executive to direct the County Engineer to investigate and prepare a report regarding the installation of a crosswalk at Somers Point - Mays Landing Road.

***************
Resolution No. 156
M/S – Dill/Tapp

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 156 of 2013

Subject:
Approval to submit a grant application and execute a grant agreement with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the FY 2014 Bikepath Program– Somers Point Bikepath Extension – Phase II

                        Page 12
                        Resolution No. 156 (Continued)


WHEREAS,  the governing Body of the City of Somers Point has determined that it is the best interest of the City to apply to the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the FY 2014 Bikepath Program; and
WHEREAS, these improvements consist of the installation of a new bikepath from Somers Avenue to Braddock Avenue including the installation of new lighting and landscaping; and
WHEREAS, the City is requesting $100,000.00 to complete this project 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. 


BE IT FURTHUR RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit a grant application to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the City of Somers Point that includes a copy of the resolution in this matter in the format prepared by the State and attached hereto and made a part hereof.

BE IT FURTHUR RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the City of Somers Point and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.

***************

Resolution No. 157
M/S – Dill/Tapp

Councilman Dill thanked the Engineer for making us aware of this grant application.  Resolution was then adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 157 of 2013

Subject:
Approval to submit a grant application and execute a grant agreement with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the FY 2014 Municipal Aid Program – Reconstruction of Bala Drive


WHEREAS,  the governing Body of the City of Somers Point has determined that it is the best interest of the City to apply to the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the FY 2014 Municipal Aid Program, and
WHEREAS, the City Engineer has recommended that the City apply for the reconstruction of Bala Drive from Jordan Road to Exton Road, and

WHEREAS, these improvements consist of repaving the existing road, the installation of new handicap ramps where required, and new traffic striping
WHEREAS, the City is requesting $350,000.00 to complete this project 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. 


BE IT FURTHUR RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit a grant application to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the City of Somers Point that includes a copy of the resolution in this matter in the format prepared by the State and attached hereto and made a part hereof.
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                        Resolution No. 157 (Continued)
BE IT FURTHUR RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the City of Somers Point and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.

***************
Resolution No. 158

M/S – Triboletti/Tap

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 158 of 2013

Subject:
Authorizing Advertising for Rebids for the replacement of Dasher Boards at the Street Hockey Courts.

Introduced By:
Councilmen Dill, Tapp & Triboletti


WHEREAS, the governing Body of the City of Somers Point has determined that it is the best interest of the City to replace the wood dasher boards at the street hockey courts with fiberglass or Polyethylene dasher boards.

WHEREAS, on April 18, 2013, bids were received for the replacement of dasher boards, and all bids exceeded the City Engineer’s estimate.

WHEREAS, on May 9, 2013, City Council officially rejected all bids according to resolution 121-13.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the City Engineer is hereby authorized to prepare plans and specifications for rebidding the dasher boards replacement; and


BE IT FURTHUR RESOLVED that the City Clerk is authorized to advertise for bids in conformance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., said bids to be received in the City Clerk’s office at a time established thereafter in accordance with the specifications and in conformance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.
***************

Resolution No. 159
M/S – Triboletti/Tapp

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No.  159 of 2013

Subject:

Appointment of Suasion Communications Group

Introduced By:

Councilwoman Kern and Councilman D’Adamo


WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point has identified a need for Public Relations Services for the period of August through December, 2013: and


WHEREAS, proposals for Public Relations Services were received by the City on July 23, 2013; and


WHEREAS, the Economic Development Advisory Commission reviewed the proposals and recommends Suasion Communications Group; and
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WHEREAS, this contract is awarded through a fair and open process pursuant to N.J.S.19:44A-20.4 et. Seq.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point as follows:

1. Suasion Communications Group be and hereby is appointed to provide Public Relations Services for the City of Somers Point for the period of August 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013, inclusive.

2. This appointment is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” under the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law because public bidding is not required for said service.

3. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute an agreement with Suasion Communications Group in connection with these services, in the amount of $ 8,333.30 in a form approved by the City Solicitor and, upon execution, the agreement will be attached to this resolution and become a part hereof.

4. As indicated in the Division of Local Government Services Local Finance Notice 2006-7, because this is awarded through a Fair and Open process, further public notice per N.J.S.A. 40A:11.5(6) is not required.

***************

Resolution No. 160
M/S – Dill/Tapp

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 160 of 2013
Subject:

Authorizing Purchase on State Contract

Introduced By: 
Council President Kern

WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point may by resolution and without advertising for bids purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program for any State contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in the Department of Treasury; and

WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point has identified a need to purchase Self contained breathing apparatus and associated equipment for use by the Fire Department; and

WHEREAS, the Fire Chief has researched the equipment available and recommends the purchase of Scott Safety Equipment as provided by Nat Alexander Company of Laurel Springs, New Jersey.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Somers Point authorizes the purchase from Nat Alexander Company of ten Scott Air Paks and associated equipment for the sum of $74,837.50, State contract #A80961, less trade-in value of $12,580.50 of current Fire Department Air Paks as allowed by N.J.S. 40A:11-36. (7), for the total cost of $62,257.00.

***************


Resolution No. 161

M/S – Triboletti/Dill

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.
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No. 161 of 2013

Subject:

Approving proposals – Electrical Contractor Services 2013
Introduced By:
Council President Kern
WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point received proposals for various goods and services in accordance with the Fair and Open procedure of the New Jersey Pay-to-Play law.


NOW,THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the following proposals are approved, and that the City Administrator is hereby authorized to issue contracts to the following vendor for goods and services during the period of January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013:

5. Hughes Electric Co. LLC be and hereby is appointed to provide Electrical Contractor Services for the City of Somers Point for the period of January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013, inclusive.

***************
Resolution No. 162
M/S – Dill/Tapp

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 162 of 2013
Subject:
Approval to submit a grant agreement amendment with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the FY 2013 Municipal Aid Program – Reconstruction of Connecticut Avenue

Introduced by:
Councilman Dill

WHEREAS,  the City of Somers Point applied to the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the FY 2013 Municipal Aid Program, and
WHEREAS,  the application was for $350,000 for the reconstruction of Connecticut Avenue from New Road (US Rt.9) to Tenth Street and Bala Drive from Tenth Street to Ambler Road, and

WHEREAS, the City has received notification that it has been awarded a grant in the amount of $187,000; and
WHEREAS, the City has determined to reduce the scope of the project because it has not received the full requested amount of grant funds. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the City Engineer and the City Clerk are hereby authorized to submit a Reevaluation of Project Limits form to the New Jersey Department of Transportation that reduces the project estimate to $225,000 and reduces the scope to the improvements of Connecticut Avenue from New Road (US Rt.9) to Jordan Road.
***************
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M/S – Triboletti/Tap

Councilman Dill advised that after discussing this with Atty. Franklin and Administrator Swain, he will be recusing himself from voting on this resolution and participating in the Executive Session.  Resolution No. 163 was then adopted by a 5-0 vote with Councilman D’Adamo being absent and Councilman Dill recusing.

RESOLUTION NO. 163 of 2013
AUTHORIZING EXECUTIVE SESSION

WHEREAS, while the Sen. Byron M. Baer Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.) requires all meetings of the Somers Point City Council to be held in public, N.J.S.A.10:4-12(b) sets forth nine (9) types of matters that may lawfully be discussed in “Executive Session,” i.e. without the public being permitted to attend, and

WHEREAS, the Somers Point City Council has determined that ONE (1) topic which involves a report from the City Solicitor on behalf of Special Labor Counsel regarding the status of litigation pending in the New Jersey Office of Administrative Law captioned "Nicholas Wagner v. City of Somers Point, OAL Docket. No.: CSR 08354-2012 S" and a civil action pending in New Jersey Superior Court, Law Division, Atlantic County captioned "Nicholas Wagner v. City of Somers Point, Salvatore C. Armenia and Michael F. Boyd Docket No. ATL -L -5951-11"; and
WHEREAS, the nine (9) exceptions to public meetings set forth in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) are listed below, and next to each exception is a box within which the number of issues to be privately discussed that fall within that exception shall be written, and after each exception is a space where additional information that will disclose as much information about the discussion as possible without undermining the purpose of the exception shall be written.

“(1) Any matter which, by express provision of Federal law, State statute or rule of court

shall be rendered confidential or excluded from public discussion.” The legal citation to the

provision(s) at issue is:__________________________ and the nature of the matter, described

as specifically as possible without undermining the need for confidentiality is __N/A_____;

“(2) Any matter in which the release of information would impair a right to receive funds
from the federal government.” The nature of the matter, described as specifically as possible

without undermining the need for confidentiality is ______________N/A;
“(3) Any material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of

individual privacy such as any records, data, reports, recommendations, or other personal

material of any educational, training, social service, medical, health, custodial, child

protection, rehabilitation, legal defense, welfare, housing, relocation, insurance and

similar program or institution operated by a public body pertaining to any specific

individual admitted to or served by such institution or program, including but not limited

to information relative to the individual's personal and family circumstances, and any

material pertaining to admission, discharge, treatment, progress or condition of any

individual, unless the individual concerned (or, in the case of a minor or incompetent, his

guardian) shall request in writing that the same be disclosed publicly.” The nature of the

matter, described as specifically as possible without undermining the need for confidentiality is

_____________________________________N/A________;
“(4) Any collective bargaining agreement, or the terms and conditions of which are

proposed for inclusion in any collective bargaining agreement, including the negotiation of

terms and conditions with employees or representatives of employees of the public body”

_____________N/A____________________________;
“(5) Any matter involving the purchase lease or acquisition of real property with public

funds, the setting of bank rates or investment of public funds where it could adversely

affect the public interest if discussion of such matters were disclosed.” The nature of the

matter, described as specifically as possible without undermining the need for confidentiality is
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______N/A_________________________________
“(6) Any tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the public

provided that their disclosure could impair such protection. Any investigations of

violations or possible violations of the law.” The nature of the matter, described as

specifically as possible without undermining the need for confidentiality is __N/A_____;
“(7) Any pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation in which the public body

is or may become a party. Any matters falling within the attorney-client privilege, to the

extent that confidentiality is required in order for the attorney to exercise his ethical

duties as a lawyer.” The nature of the matter, described as specifically as possible without undermining the need for confidentiality is
A report from the City Solicitor on behalf of Special Labor Counsel regarding the status of litigation pending in the New Jersey Office of Administrative Law captioned "Nicholas Wagner v. City of Somers Point, OAL Docket. No.: CSR 08354-2012 S" and a civil action pending in New Jersey Superior Court, Law Division, Atlantic County captioned "Nicholas Wagner v. City of Somers Point, Salvatore C. Armenia and Michael F. Boyd Docket No. ATL -L -5951-11".

“(8) Any matter involving the employment, appointment, termination of employment,

terms and conditions of employment, evaluation of the performance, promotion or

disciplining of any specific prospective public officer or employee or current public

officer or employee employed or appointed by the public body, unless all individual

employees or appointees whose rights could be adversely affected request in writing that such matter or matters be discussed at a public meeting.” Subject to the balancing of the public’s interest and the employee’s privacy rights under South Jersey Publishing Co. v. New Jersey Expressway Authority, 124 N.J. 478, the employee(s) and nature of the discussion, described as specifically as possible without undermining the need for confidentiality is: _________N/A_________________
“(9) Any deliberation of a public body occurring after a public hearing that may result in

the imposition of a specific civil penalty upon the responding party or the suspension or

loss of a license or permit belonging to the responding party as a result of an act of

omission for which the responding party bears responsibility.” The nature of the matter,

described as specifically as possible without undermining the need for confidentiality is: N/A.
WHEREAS, the length of the Executive Session is estimated to be approximately 25- 35 minutes after which the public meeting of the City Council shall reconvene;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Somers Point will go into Executive Session for only the above stated reasons;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council directs the City Clerk to make ten (10) photocopies of this resolution immediately after it passes and to distribute those photocopies to the public in attendance prior to the Executive Session commencing.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the blank spaces within this form of resolution are to be filled out in conformity with a Consent Judgment and Memorandum of Understanding dated June 8, 2009 that arose that the City Council hereby declares that its discussion of the aforementioned subject(s) will be made public at a time when the public’s interest in disclosure is greater than any privacy or governmental interest being protected from disclosure. For each of the above items, the estimated date by which such disclosure can be made and/or the occurrence that needs to take place before disclosure can be made are listed below (attach separate sheet if necessary)
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	Subject of Discussion
	Estimated Date
	Necessary Occurrence

	See #7 above:
Attorney Client conference
	Upon completion of pending litigation through Court Order(s) approving a settlement or Court Order(s) entering a final judgment. 
	Court Order(s) approving a settlement or Court Order(s) entering a final judgment

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


***************
Old Business

Councilman Dill asked Administrator Swain for an update on the Reverse 9-1-1 system.  Administrator Swain reported that we are all signed up, however, we have not yet received our training.  He stated that he will follow up on this.

New Business

The following items under new business were approved by a unanimous vote of those present, including the Social Affairs permit for the Good Old Days Picnic because of the rule of necessity:
Social Affairs Applications for Christ Episcopal Church, Cape Shore Chorale and the Good Old Days Picnic.

Raffle License applications for the Charity League and (2) for the Shore Memorial Hospital Auxiliary.

After discussion, Council agreed to submit the proposed Library Lease to the County.
Councilman Dill asked for an update with regard to the dog bite situation on Fifth Street.  Atty. Franklin stated that this situation had been brought to his attention and he has researched our local ordinance and the State Statutes.  He explained how the state law has changed and that now the animal control officer can charge the owner with having a potentially dangerous dog.

Discussion of Bills

The following bills were presented for discussion, a regular bill list in the amount of $1,445,422.81, an additional bill list in the amount of $1,370,246.5a and three bills already paid in the amounts of $938,046.92, $2,847.67 and $807,024. Councilman McGuigan stated that he will be recusing himself from voting on one item on the bill list for Joseph Porretta Builders, Inc. due to a conflict.  
Public Portion

Mr. Michael DelGiorno, Higbee Avenue, came forward and addressed the governing body stating that he would like to donate a portion of his tax refund to the City to be used to plant trees at the Vietnam Memorial.  Atty. Franklin explained that he would need to submit a letter to the City Administrator and Council could pass a resolution at the next meeting accepting.  Council thanked Mr. DelGiorno for his generosity.
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Kim O’Brien, 511 Seventh Street, came forward and addressed the governing body stating that she is the one who sent the email to everyone about the pit bull incident on Fifth Street.  She thanked Atty. Franklin for all of his research.  She also stated that she would be in favor of raising the fee for a potentially vicious dog to the maximum of $700.00.  She also asked about licensing for those who breed dogs.

Sandy Ricketts, 514 Fifth Street, addressed the governing body asking if the owner of the property is responsible in any way as the owners of the dog are renters.
Arlene Frambes, 517 Fifth Street, came forward and addressed the governing body with regard to this situation as well.  

Donna Salter, 505 Rhode Island Avenue, addressed the governing body stating that she has in the past contacted the SPCA because of the yipping sounds coming from the house and she felt the dogs were being beaten.

Councilman Dill stated that he would like to amend our ordinance to raise the fee for a potentially vicious dog to the maximum of $700.00.  He asked if we can restrict the breeding of animals.  Atty. Franklin stated that the State Statute says if you operate a kennel you must be licensed.  He stated that it would fall under our home occupation ordinance.

A resident at 515 Fourth Street stated that she has seen the male dog tied to the picnic table with clothesline and doesn’t feel safe to walk down the street.  She stated that she has animals and grandchildren and they are in danger when these animals are not properly restrained. 
Martin Wismer, 515 Fifth Street, came forward in regard to the same issue.  He stated that he appreciates the research that has been done and asked that they not lose their enthusiasm on this issue.  

***************

Payment of Bills

M/S – Dill/Tapp
Bills were paid by a unanimous vote of those present, with Councilman McGuigan recusing himself from voting on one bill from Joseph Porretta Builders.  A complete list of bills is on file in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.
***************

Recess
Council took a short recess at 8:45 p.m. prior to going into Executive Session.

Adjournment

Council reconvened after Executive Session at 9:50 p.m.  Councilman Triboletti made a motion to authorize the Police Chief and Special Labor Counsel to enter into negotiations for resolution of the two matters captioned "Nicholas Wagner v. City of Somers Point, OAL Docket. No.: CSR 08354-2012 S" and a civil action pending in New Jersey Superior Court, Law Division, Atlantic County captioned "Nicholas Wagner v. City of Somers Point, Salvatore C. Armenia and Michael F. Boyd Docket No. ATL -L -5951-11", under the details discussed this evening.  Councilman Smith seconded the motion which carried by a unanimous vote of those present.  
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Adjournment (Continued)

Meeting then adjourned at 9:52 p.m.

***************

Carol L. Degrassi, RMC/MMC

Municipal Clerk

Approved:  08/22/13
Approved as corrected:  11/21/13
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