REGULAR MEETING
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
September 26, 2013


Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Kern with a salute to the flag.
 Roll call was recorded as follows:

Present:

D’Adamo, Dill, McGuigan, Smith, Tapp, Triboletti & Kern
Also Present:
Mayor Glasser, Administrator Swain, Atty. Franklin & Deputy Clerk Samuelsen
Absent:

None
***************

Open Public Meetings Act

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been provided.  Agenda for this meeting has been provided to two local newspapers and posted in the City Clerk’s Office
***************

Resolution No. 195 was moved up on the agenda.  The meeting was opened to the public and duly closed with regard to this resolution.

Resolution No. 195
M/S – Dill/McGuigan

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

City Councilman McGuigan commented that it just wasn’t the same, without Mr. and Mrs. Major at the Good Ole Days Festival.  He praised Mr. Majors and his extended family for all their efforts   He found it difficult to articulate what it meant to him to be involved with Mr. Major and his family throughout the years.  He hopes that in the future Mr. and Mrs. Major will come out and enjoy the festival.  City Councilman Dill thanked Tom and Donna for their efforts and mentioned that they will be missed.  He extended his appreciation for all of their efforts, and stated that many children benefited from their volunteering by receiving the Bud Kern Scholarship.  City Council President Kern indicated that Mr. and Mrs. Major are truly what this event is meant to be about, which is family, community and volunteering.  She commented that especially her family and the whole community greatly appreciate all their time, effort and commitment throughout the years.  Council President Kern thanked them exceedingly.
City Council President Kern and City Councilman McGuigan presented a plaque honoring their remarkable service.  Mr. Majors stated that as an avid world traveler, that Somers Point is the best town in the world. In 1966, he moved to town on a Saturday and had orders to leave on Sunday to serve in Vietnam.  While in Vietnam he received a letter from Somers Point assuring him that his family would be taken care of during his absence.  During a standing ovation, Mr. Major expressed his appreciation to receive this honor.  

***************
The following Proclamation was read in full:

Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day

October 10, 2013
WHEREAS,
Across the nation, traffic crashes caused approximately 34,000 fatalities in 2012, and are the leading cause of death for young people ages 15 to 34; and
WHEREAS,
      In New Jersey, 589 individuals lost their lives in traffic crashes in 2012; and
WHEREAS, 
Alcohol-related crashes accounted for 27 percent of the State’s traffic fatalities, while 26 percent of all fatal crashes involved traveling at unsafe speeds; and
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WHEREAS,
Motorcyclists, bicycle riders and pedestrians face increased risks on New Jersey’s roadways, as people opt for alternative modes of transportation; and
WHEREAS,
70 motorcyclists, 14 bicyclists and 163 pedestrians were killed in New Jersey in traffic-related crashes in 2012; and
WHEREAS,
Safer driving behaviors such as buckling up, every ride; obeying posted speed limits; stopping for pedestrians in crosswalks and using crosswalks when walking; avoiding aggressive driving behaviors; never driving impaired; wearing proper safety gear when riding a motorcycle or bicycle; and, focusing solely on driving by avoiding distractions, can dramatically reduce the number of traffic-related injuries and deaths;

Now, therefore, I, John L. Glasser, Mayor of the City of Somers Point, County of Atlantic, State of New Jersey, do hereby proclaim October 10, 2013, Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day®, and call upon everyone to put these lifesaving behaviors into practice to improve safety on the roadways in our community and throughout the State. 
Communications 

There was no report given.

***************
Mayor’s Report

Mayor Glasser thanked the Good Ole Days Committee for the great job they did this year.  The Mayor announced that the Gateway Theater is hosting backstage at the beach and intend to present the marque tomorrow night 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm.
***************
City Administrator’s Report:

There was no report given.

***************
Committee Reports:
There is no report given.

***************

Minutes

The minutes of the regular meeting of August 22, 2013 as well as Special Meeting of 
September 23, 2013 were approved by a unanimous vote of those present.
***************

ORDINANCES

Ordinance No. 19 – Final Reading
M/S – Triboletti/Dill

Meeting opened to the public:
Mr. Larkin of 215 Bay Avenue expressed his concern regarding Pit Bull dogs and suggested a heavy fine for vicious dogs.  The public portion was then closed. Ordinance No. 19 was then adopted on final reading by a unanimous vote of those present.
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James Franklin, Esq., explained that a previous ordinance was adopted addressing issues of vicious dogs.  Additionally, the Governing Body adopted a resolution to legislators suggesting that they prohibit them or leave the decision to the local Governing Body if those dogs should be 
allowed or providing for special provisions to the pet owners of a vicious dog.  This ordinance was adopted on final reading by a unanimous vote of those present.

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 120 OF THE SOMERS POINT MUNICIPAL CODE REGULATING DOGS, CATS AND OTHER ANIMALS WITHIN THE CITY OF SOMERS POINT AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING ARTICLE III  SECTION 114-9 OF CHAPTER 114 "DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS" REPEALING ALL RDINANCES HERETOFORE   ADOPTED THE PROVISIONS OF WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT HEREWITH

FIRST READING:

September 12, 2013




PUBLICATION:
  
 September 18, 2013




FINAL PASSAGE:  
              September 26, 2013




FINAL PUBLICATION: 
October 2, 2013
***************
Ordinance No. 20 – Final Reading

M/S – Triboletti/D’Adamo
Meeting opened to the public and duly closed.  This ordinance was adopted on final reading by a unanimous vote of those present.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 228, ARTICLE II OF THE SOMERS POINT MUNICIPAL CODE INCREASING THE HOTEL MOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX TO THREE PERCENT (3%), ESTABLISHNG A FUNDING MECHANISM FOR THE SOMERS POINT ECONOMIC ADVISORY COMMISSION AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES HERETOFORE ADOPTED THE PROVISIONS OF WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT HEREWITH.
FIRST READING: 09/12/13

PUBLICATION:  09/18/13

FINAL PASSAGE:
09/26/13

***************

Ordinance No. 21 – Final Reading
M/S – Dill/Smith
Meeting opened to the public and duly closed.  This ordinance was adopted on final reading by a unanimous vote of those present.

City Councilman Dill indicated this is a standard yearly process; however, due to contract negotiations, the ordinance was adopted later in the year.

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES, WAGES AND

COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES


OF THE CITY OF SOMERS POINT, COUNTY OF ATLANTIC, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
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FIRST READING:

09/12/13




PUBLICATION:

09/18/13

FINAL READING:

09/26/13

***************

Ordinance No. 22 – First Reading

M/S – Triboletti/D’Adamo
This ordinance was adopted on first reading by a unanimous vote of those present.

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING RENEWED CONSENT AND PERMISSION TO SOUTH JERSEY GAS COMPANY TO USE THE PUBLIC STREETS TO FURNISH GAS FOR LIGHT, HEAT AND POWER IN THE CITY OF SOMERS POINT, COUNTY OF ATLANTIC, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

WHEREAS, South Jersey Gas Company, a corporation of the State of New Jersey, provides natural gas service to customers located within the municipal boundaries of the City of Somers Point pursuant to a municipal consent heretofore granted to South Jersey Gas Company by Ordinance adopted on August 8, 1947; and
WHEREAS, the consent to the use of the street, alleys, squares and public places within the City of Somers Point (the “Municipal Consent”) is limited by N.J.S. 48:3-15 to a term of fifty (50) years which expired in August of 1997; and
WHEREAS, notwithstanding the expiration of the term of the Municipal Consent, the South Jersey Gas Company has continued to provide service to customers within the City of Somers Point in compliance with its statutory obligation under Title 48 of the New Jersey Statutes applicable to utility companies generally and gas utility companies specifically; and

WHEREAS, letter petition dated August 8, 2013, South Jersey Gas Company now seeks, pursuant to N.J.S. 48:3-15, to renew the Municipal Consent for an additional term; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S. 48:3-15 a municipality is authorized to grant such consent for the right to use the street(s) petitioned for, by ordinance and not otherwise, for a period not exceeding fifty (50) years; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 48:3-13 requires that public notice shall be given by publication once a week for at least two weeks in one or more newspapers published and circulated in the municipality and by posting notice in five of the most public places in the municipality for at least fourteen days before the meeting of the governing body at which the application shall be considered; and

WHEREAS, having given due and proper consideration to the petition submitted on behalf of South Jersey Gas Company, having published 
and posted the notices required by law and having provided the opportunity for public comment
NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby ORDAINED by the Common 
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Council of the City of Somers Point, County of Atlantic, and State of New Jersey as follows:
Section 1. That consent and permission is hereby renewed and granted to South Jersey Gas Company (the “Company”) to lay and construct its pipes and mains and related appurtenances and facilities within the streets, alleys, squares and public places within the City of Somers Point in the manner prescribed by N.J.S. 48:9-21, and subject to reasonable regulations imposed by ordinance or resolution with respect to the opening of streets and public places, including street opening moratoriums.
Section 2.  This consent is granted to the Company for the entire geographical area of the City of Somers Point extending to the boundaries thereof, and shall remain in effect for a period ending October 25, 2047 being fifty (50) years from the expiration of the consent in 1997, subject to the right of the Company to seek such changes herein as it may deem necessary and reasonable from time to time prior to the expiration of said period. 

Section 3.  Throughout the full term of this ordinance, the Company, for itself, its successors and assigns, agrees to maintain its property within the City of Somers Point in good order and shall furnish safe, adequate and proper service within the City at just and reasonable rates as approved from time to time by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities. At and after expiration of the term of this ordinance, the Company shall safeguard the public interest in continuous and uninterrupted service within the City until such time as the Municipal Consent shall be renewed. 
Section 4. As a condition of this Municipal Consent, whenever a curb line shall be established on streets where one does not now exist, or where an established curb line shall be relocated in order to change the width or realign an existing street in conjunction with road construction being performed by or at the direction of the City, the Company shall change the location of its belowground facilities covered by this ordinance, so that the same shall be back of, and adjacent to, the new curb line so long as the City has acted in accordance with applicable law and with reasonable care in establishing the new curb line and providing notice thereof. This requirement includes that the City owns the existing or acquired right-of-way where the Company is being requested to locate or relocate facilities, and that the new curb line is properly established by ordinance, filed map and/or official map. 
The Company shall bear the costs of such relocation so long as the relocation is for the purpose of construction, reconstruction, improvement or repair to streets, sidewalks, sewers, water mains, storm drains, and other City utilities and infrastructure, and not solely for aesthetic purposes or in, on, along, over or under any sewerage facility project as governed by N.J.S. 40A:26A-8.
Section 5.  Following final passage of this ordinance, the City Clerk shall provide the Company with written notice thereof by certified mail. 

Section 6.  As provided by N.J.S. 48:2-14 and all other applicable law, this ordinance shall not become effective until acceptance thereof by the Company and approval thereof by the State of New Jersey Board of Public Utilities. 

Section 7.  This ordinance shall cancel and supersede all prior consent ordinances 
between the City and the Company regarding the subject matter hereof.
Section 8.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this 
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Ordinance is for any reason held by any Court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of 
this Ordinance.

Section 9.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon posting, publication, final passage in the manner prescribed by law, acceptance by South Jersey Gas Company, and such approval as may be required by law to be granted by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities.

Section 10.  This Ordinance, following adoption, shall be codified within the Municipal Code Book of the City of Somers Point as Appendix A268.
FIRST READING: SEPTEMBER 26, 2013

FIRST PUBLICATION: OCT. 2, 2013

SECOND PUBLICATION: OCT. 9, 2013

FINAL PASSAGE: OCTOBER 24, 2013

***************
RESOLUTIONS

Public Portion on Resolutions

Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.
M/S – Tapp/Smith

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

Councilman McGuigan encouraged everyone to attend this special event on Saturday, October 19th .  The parade starts at 10:00 a.m. and afterwards is the unveiling of the Richard Somers monument.   Mayor Glasser stated that this has been needed for many years.  City Council President Kern stated that there has been a concerted effort by businesses and citizens for this event.
No. 196 of 2013                      
Subject:  Renaming the library park area to The Richard Somers Memorial Park



WHEREAS, Richard Somers was born in Somers Point in 1778, he was the great-grand son of John Somers, the original settler of the area now known as Somers Point; and 

WHEREAS, Richard Somers received his warrant as midshipman in the United States Navy in 1798 and rose to the rank of Master Commandant and served during the war between the United States and Tripoli from 1801 to 1805; and 
WHEREAS, Master Commandant Richard Somers lost his life aboard the ship Intrepid during a battle in Tripoli harbor in 1804; and 
WHEREAS, in recognition of his service to his country and his bravery, numerous memorials were given to Master Commandant Somers, including the honor of having seven ships named USS Somers, and a monument at the US Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland; and

WHEREAS, members of the Somers Point Historical Society have raised funding through private donations and various fundraising events in order to construct a monument dedicated to Somers in the park area on the property of the “Old City Hall” now known as the Somers Point Branch of the Atlantic County Library; and
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WHEREAS, the dedication of this monument will take place on October 19, 2013 at 11:30 AM and;

WHEREAS, the monument will be a tremendous attraction for visitors and citizens of the City to view and reflect upon the bravery and the life of Richard Somers; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Somers Point recognizes and embraces the history of our great City while realizing the economic benefits of Heritage Tourism;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Somers Point that the park area on the property of the “Old City Hall” now known as the Somers Point Branch of the Atlantic County Library will forevermore be known as the Richard Somers Memorial Park in honor of our favorite son. 

***************
Consent Agenda

Items in the Consent Agenda were adopted unanimously.

City Councilman Dill commented that Maureen Dewees has worked in the Department of Public Works for approximately seven years and has done an excellent job.  It was the recommendation of the City Administrator and the Superintendent of Public Works to hire Maureen full time.  City Councilman Dill gladly welcomed her aboard.
No. 191 of 2013
Subject:

Full time hiring of Maureen Dewees

Introduced By: 
Councilmen Dill, Smith and Tapp

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the City of Somers Point to advance employees according to their individual merits and in accordance with the New Jersey Civil Service Policies and Procedures; and

WHEREAS, Maureen Dewees has performed the duties of Clerk in Department of Public Works on a part time basis beginning in December of 2007; and

WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Department of Public Works and the City Administrator have recommended that Maureen Dewees be hired on a full time basis; and

WHEREAS, adequate funds are available within the Department of Public Works operations in the 2013 budget for this full time hiring. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point as follows:

1.) The hiring of Maureen Dewees to the full time position of Keyboarding Clerk 1, New Jersey Civil Service Local Government Job Specification 01268, within the Department of Public Works is herby approved effective October 1, 2013.
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2.) Effective October 1, 2013 the salary of Maureen Dewees will be in accordance with the designation of Clerk Year 2, White Collar Section of the agreement between the City of Somers Point and Teamsters Union Local No. 115.

***************

No. 192 of 2013
Subject:

Full time hiring of Nicole Denan

Introduced By: 
Councilmen Dill, Smith and Tapp

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the City of Somers Point to advance employees according to their individual merits and in accordance with the New Jersey Civil Service Policies and Procedures; and

WHEREAS, Nicole Denan has performed the duties of Keyboarding Clerk in Finance Department on a part time basis beginning in February, 2013; and

WHEREAS, the City Administrator has recommended that Nicole Denan be hired on a full time basis; and

WHEREAS, adequate funds are available within the Finance Department operations in the 2013 budget for this full time hiring. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point as follows:

3.) The hiring of Nicole Denan to the full time position of Keyboarding Clerk 1, New Jersey Civil Service Local Government Job Specification 01268, within the Finance Department is herby approved effective October 1, 2013.

4.) Effective October 1, 2013 the salary of Nicole Denan will be in accordance with the designation of Clerk Year 1, White Collar Section of the agreement between the City of Somers Point and Teamsters Union Local No. 115.

***************
No. 193 of 2013 (Corrected Copy)
Subject:

Appointing Labor Attorney


WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point has identified a need for a Labor Attorney for the year 2013 for the period of September through December 31, 2013: and


WHEREAS, this contract is awarded through a fair and open process pursuant to N.J.S.19:44A-20.5 et. seq.; and


WHEREAS, the contract for this service shall not exceed $5,000.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point as follows:
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1.  John C. Hegarty of Jasinski, P.C., is hereby appointed as Labor Attorney for the City of Somers Point for the period of September, 2013 to December 31, 2013.

2. This appointment is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” under the provisions of the Local Public contracts Law because public bidding is not required for said service.

3. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute an agreement with John C. Hegarty of Jasinski, P.C in connection with these services and upon execution, the agreement will be attached to this resolution and become a part hereof.

4. As indicated in the division of Local Government Services Local Finance Notice 2006-7, because this is awarded through a Fair and Open process, further public notice per N.J.S.A. 40A:11.5(6) is not required. 

***************

No. 194 of 2013
Subject:
Tax Overpayment Refund

WHEREAS, the below listed overpayment for the year designated is held in reserve by the City of Somers Point; and


WHEREAS, the 2013 third quarter taxes on this property were paid by the mortgage company and the property owner causing and overpayment; and


WHEREAS, property owner has requested the overpayment be refunded to them; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the following overpayment be refunded to the property owner.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Tax Collector and the Finance Officer by the City Clerk.

Block
 Lot
Qual.      Property Owner



Amount 
Year

1618
1.01

     Dennis & Debora New

      $1184.52
          2013
***************
Old Business
James Franklin, Esq., mentioned that the pending Home Occupation Ordinance regarding the truck size will be changed from a four ton truck to a one ton truck.  City Council concurred, and Mr. Franklin will forward the ordinance to the Planning Board.
***************
New Business

The following items on the agenda under New Business were approved by a unanimous vote of those present:

1)  Application for a Raffle License for Ocean City Rotary Charities, Inc.(off premise 50-50)
2) Application for a Raffle License for Ocean City Rotary Charities, Inc. (penny auction)
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Wes Swain, City Administrator, explained that Mission Point Church has applied for their annual Harvest Fest event scheduled for October 25th, and the application will be on the October 10th agenda.
***************

Discussion of Bills

Bills were presented for discussion.  Councilman Triboletti questioned a $278.00 invoice for 1 pair gloves and 1 pair glasses.  City Administrator Swain explained that it’s a box of each.

Councilman McGuigan questioned the invoice for the Hess Corporation.  City Administrator explained that the Hess Corporation is the vendor for electricity.  
Due to a computer glitch, on the second line on Page 1 regarding the debt service, the check on the check register didn’t show up on the bill list.  The payment in the amount of $15,140.00 needs to be added with a total of $526,125.00.  The total bill list for 9/24/13 is $1,479,046.24.  
Additionally, Mainland Regional High School invoices were submitted late, and a check was issued in the amount of $2,645,736.45
Councilman McGuigan advised that he will be recusing himself from voting on the bill from R. Mahoney Mech. Cont., Inc., on Page 6 of the Bill List.
***************
Public Portion

The meeting was opened to the public.

Mr. Larkin asked guidance of why school taxes and his property taxes are so high.  City Councilman McGuigan explained that the municipal budget is approximately 30% of your tax bill and approximately 60% of your tax bill is for our schools.  The City doesn’t have the final control of the school taxes.  City Councilman McGuigan indicated that City Council adopted a resolution in support of distributing State aid for education to the school districts in a fair manner that is for the equal benefit of all the people of the State.  Additionally, Attorney Franklin mentioned that municipalities’ utilities don’t pay real estate taxes for their facilities to municipalities; they pay an amount to the State based on gross revenues.  The State promised to dedicate the proceeds to municipal property tax relief; however, those funds have been diverted to fund other State programs throughout the years. 
Wes Swain, City Administrator, explained another issue regarding personal property tax is that Verizon shifted their line of debt service to their lines on the telephones poles to create a huge loss on that side of the business, which means that Verizon doesn’t have to pay as much tax to the municipalities.  City Councilman Tapp requested copies of the adopted resolutions for the Governing Body and Mr. Larkin.
Mr. Anthony Pancara of 810 Third Street expressed his concern regarding repairs needed on his street.  Councilman Smith explained that the City has adopted a road paving program, which is a 15 year program that started 4 years ago.  
Mr. Richard Freed of 409 Dobbs questioned if a portable toilet could be available at the fishing pier at the new Rt. 52 Bridge.  
The Public Portion was duly closed.

***************
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Payment of Bills

The bill lists were approved with Councilman McGuigan recusing himself on the bill from R. Mahoney.  A complete list of bills is on file in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.
***************

Adjournment

Council adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

***************

Carol L. Degrassi, RMC/MMC

Municipal Clerk

Approved: 10/10/13
