REGULAR MEETING
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
October 23, 2014


Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Kern with a salute to the flag.
 Roll call was recorded as follows:

Present:

D’Adamo, Dill, McGuigan, Smith, Tapp, Triboletti & Kern
Also Present:
Mayor Glasser, Administrator Swain, Atty. Franklin & Clerk Degrassi & Deputy Clerk Samuelsen
Absent:

None
***************

Open Public Meetings Act

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been provided.  Agenda for this meeting has been provided to two local newspapers and posted in the City Clerk’s Office
***************

Communications

Councilman McGuigan announced that as a service project Cub Scout Pack 87 will be raking leaves for our elderly citizens and shut ins on November 15th.  The cub master can be reached at cubmaster@cubscoutpack87.com.
Councilman McGuigan also congratulated the CER Department for their event at the JFK Park, stating that many of our citizens were really enjoying themselves.

***************

Mayor’s Report
Mayor Glasser announced that he has a letter from the Chief of Police stating that Trick or Treat night will be on October 31st from 6-8 p.m.  He also gave the Police Report in full for the month of September.  He also stated that our Fire Department did an outstanding job saving lives and property at the fire Sunday night at the Mays Landing Road apartments.  He also reminded everyone that the AMVets and Elks dinner honoring Police Officers from Somers Point and Egg Harbor Township will be held on November 8th from 4-8 p.m.  Mayor Glasser also noted that he is in receipt of a letter from a resident thanking the Public Works Department for their efforts and also read a letter addressed to the City Clerk thanking the governing body for their approval to waive the fees for a Planning Board application for the Grace Lutheran Church.
Administrator’s Report
There was no report given.
Committee Reports

There were no reports given.
***************

Minutes

The minutes of the October 9, 2014 minutes were approved by a unanimous vote of those present.
***************
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ORDINANCES

Ordinance No. 28 - Final Reading
M/S - Dill/Tapp

Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.  Councilman Dill thanked Atty. Franklin for all of his work and time to getting this accomplished.  Ordinance No. 28 was then adopted on final reading by a unanimous vote of those present.

ORDINANCE NO. 28 OF 2014

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING RENEWAL OF A MUNICIPAL CONSENT TO COMCAST OF SOUTH JERSEY, LLC TO CONSTRUCT, CONNECT, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A CABLE TELEVISION AND COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF SOMERS POINT, ATLANTIC COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
                                           FIRST READING:   OCTOBER   9, 2014

PUBLICATION:      OCTOBER 15, 2014

FINAL PASSAGE:  OCTOBER 23, 2014

***************
Ordinance No. 29 - Final Reading
M/S - D’Adamo/Smith
Meeting was opened to the public and continued until the next meeting on November 20th.
ORDINANCE No. 29 of 2014

AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF EIGHTH STREET A/K/A U.S. ROUTE 9 AND ALSO A PORTION OF A 20 FT. WIDE ALLEY (NOW VACATED) IN THE CITY OF SOMERS POINT, COUNTY OF ATLANTIC,

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:67-1(b) authorizes Municipalities to vacate public streets in the public interest; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Somers Point City Council as follows:

1. The portion of Eighth Street and an unnamed twenty foot (20’) wide alley described below is a "paper street" marked on a map or plat recorded with the City of Somers Point that shows the existence of an intended public right of way (the “Area to be Vacated”).

2. It has been confirmed by the City Engineer that the City of Somers Point does not hold title to that portion of the Area to be Vacated.

3. The Area to be Vacated has not been physically improved, does not provide public access, and is not needed for public road purposes. 

4. The said portion of the Area to be Vacated lends itself to higher and better use than for public road purposes and that it is in the best interest of the general public and the City of Somers Point that any public easements, rights and interests in and to same shall be vacated, released and extinguished.

5.  The City Engineer has confirmed that the right – of - way proposed to be vacated is twenty feet (20’) in width.
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Ordinance No. 29 (Continued)

6. The property abutting to the North of the Area to be Vacated to which the title to the right – of – way will revert upon vacation is Block 1622, Lot 1 which is currently owned by a single entity.
7.  By Ordinance No. 19 of 1968 a portion of this unnamed alley was previously vacated and title reverted to those abutting owners.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council of the City of Somers Point, County of Atlantic and State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION 1.  A PORTION OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY IS TO BE VACATED SUBJECT TO STATUTORY PRESERVATION OF EASEMENTS:

All public easements, rights and interests to the portion of the Area to be Vacated described below, are hereby vacated, released and extinguished except for all rights and privileges now possessed by public utilities, as defined in N.J.S.A. 48:2-13, and by any cable television company, as defined in the "Cable Television Act," N.J.S.A. 48:5A-1 et seq., to maintain, repair and replace their existing facilities in, adjacent to, over and under the street, or any part thereof, to be vacated subject to the conditions described herein, all conditions herein, unless otherwise noted, shall be satisfied prior to said vacation being effective.

SECTION 2.  DESCRIPTION OF THE PORTION OF THE AREA TO BE VACATED:

All that certain tract or parcel of land located in the City of Somers Point, County of Atlantic, New Jersey bounded and described as follows: 

Beginning at a point being 240.00 ft. from the southwesterly line of Pennsylvania Avenue (50ft. wide) and 200 ft. northwestwardly of the northwesterly line of Seventh .Street (60 ft. wide); thence
(1) South 25° 36' 33" West a distance of 20.00' to a point; thence
(2) North 64° 23' 27" West, a distance of  36.978' to a point;  thence
(3) Northeasterly in the arc of a circle curving to the right having a radius of 487 .00 ft. and a arc length of 22.484 ft. to a point; thence
(4) South 64° 23' 27" East a distance of 46.247' to the point and place of BEGINNING.
BEING a portion of Eighth Street aka U.S. Route 9 and also a portion of a 20 ft. wide alley (now vacated).
BEING DESIGNATED AS a portion of Eight Street and an unnamed 20 foot wide alley on Sheet 16 of the Official Tax Map of Somers Point, New Jersey. 

CONTAINING an area of 824.19 square feet of land.
SECTION 3. STATUTORY PUBLICATION AND NOTICE:
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A.  The City Clerk is directed to publish notice of the introduction of this Ordinance pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:49-2; provided, however, that notice as to such introduction and the time and place when and where the Ordinance will be further considered for public hearing and final passage, shall be made, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:49-6, at least ten (10) days prior to the public hearing and adoption hereof.

B. At least seven (7) days prior to the time affixed for the consideration of this Ordinance for final passage, a copy thereof, together with a notice of the introduction thereof at a time and place when and where the Ordinance will be further considered for final passage, shall be mailed to every person whose land may be effected by this Ordinance insofar as has been ascertained by the City engineer. Said notices shall be made by the City Clerk to the record owner of:


720 New Road, Somers Point


Block 1622, Lot 1

C. Within sixty (60) days after adoption of this ordinance, the City Clerk is authorized and directed to cause a certified copy of this ordinance to be filed with the office of the Atlantic County Register of Deeds and to the City Tax Assessor.

SECTION 4.  FEES AND COSTS TO BE PAID BY BENEFICIAL OWNER

All fees and costs associated with preparation and publication of this ordinance shall be paid by the beneficial owner to which title will revert upon vacation. All such fees, costs, and expenses shall be payable from an escrow account deposited with the Somers Point Planning Board.

SECTION 5.  REPEALER CLAUSE.

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistencies.

SECTION 6.  EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication in accordance with New Jersey law. 

FIRST READING:
   October 9, 2014







PUBLICATION:
   October 15, 2014







PUBLIC COMMENT:  October 23, 2014
                                                 

PUBLIC COMMENT
                                                                                (continued)            Nov. 20, 2014
                                                                       
                                                                       FINAL READING:       Nov. 20, 2014                 

***************
Ordinance No. 30 - Final Reading
M/S - Tapp/Dill

Meeting was opened to the public and continued until the next meeting on November 20, 2014.

Ordinance No. 30 of 2014
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER 146 OF THE SOMERS POINT MUNICIPAL CODE “FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION”; SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING PORTIONS OF CHAPTER 114 "DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS" ARTICLE III, SECTION 114-9 “TERMS DEFINED” OF THE CITY OF SOMERS POINT; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES HERETOFORE ADOPTED THE PROVISIONS OF WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT HEREWITH.
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                                                                         FIRST READING: 
October 9, 2014







PUBLICATION: 
October 23, 2014







PUBLIC HEARING:
October 23, 2014


PUBLIC HEARING
  (Continued)

November 20, 2014
FINAL READING:     November 20, 2014
***************

Ordinance No. 31 - First Reading
M/S - Tapp/D’Adamo
Approved on first reading by a unanimous vote of those present.

ORDINANCE NO. 31 OF 2014

An Ordinance Supplementing and Amending Certain Sections of Article VI of Chapter 169 of the Municipal Code of the City of Somers Point 

Statement of Intent and Purpose.

Whereas, the New Jersey Legislature amended N.J.S.A. 48:2-12s to include certain fines and penalties to be imposed for specific violations; and

Whereas, in order to conform certain penalties within Article VI of Chapter 169 it is necessary to amend certain of the penalty provisions

Now, therefore, it is hereby Ordained by the Common Council of the City of Somers Point that:

SECTION 1 AMENDMENT TO SECTION 169-66 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

The following provisions set forth in Section 169 - 66 Violations and Penalties in Article VI of Chapter 169 are deleted in their entirety:

“Failure to initially register with the enforcement authority is punishable by a fine of three hundred dollars ($300.00). 

Failure to report any change of information contained in the registration within ten (10) calendar days of the change is punishable by a fine of three hundred dollars ($300.00). 

If applicable, failure to properly identify the name of the individual or property management company is punishable by a fine of three hundred dollars ($300.00). 

Failure to renew registration with the enforcement authority is punishable by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500.00) nor greater than two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) per occurrence. Each subsequent occurrence shall result in an increased penalty. 

Failure to maintain the property or respond to the notice as set forth in Section 169-62 or Section 169-63 hereinabove is punishable by a fine up to three hundred dollars ($300.00), plus costs associated with the cleanup, to include, but not be limited to tipping fees and overtime for use of personnel and equipment. Each incident shall constitute a separate violation.”

And are replaced with the following provisions:

“a) Failure to initially register with the enforcement authority is punishable by a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00). 

b) Failure to report any change of information contained in the registration within ten (10) calendar days of the change is punishable by a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each day after the expiration of the tenth calendar day continuing through to the day prior to the date on which the information shall have been supplied.

Page 6
Ordinance No. 31 (Continued)

c) Failure of an in-State creditor to identify the name of the individual or property management company is punishable by a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each day of the violation.  Any fines imposed on a creditor for the failure to appoint an in-State representative or agent shall commence on the day after the 10-day period set forth in paragraph (1) of subsection a. of section 17 of P.L.2008, c.127 (N.J.S.A.46:10B-51) for providing notice to the municipal clerk that a summons and complaint in an action to foreclose on a mortgage has been served.

d) An out-of-State creditor found by the municipal court of the City of Somers Point, or by any other court of competent jurisdiction, to be in violation of the requirement to appoint an in-State representative or agent pursuant to this Article shall be subject to a fine of twenty five hundred dollars ($2,500) for each day of the violation. Any fines imposed on a creditor for the failure to appoint an in-State representative or agent shall commence on the day after the 10-day period set forth in paragraph (1) of subsection a. of section 17 of P.L.2008, c.127 (N.J.S.A.46:10B-51) for providing notice to the municipal clerk that a summons and complaint in an action to foreclose on a mortgage has been served.

e) A creditor found by the municipal court of the City of Somers Point, or by any other court of competent jurisdiction, to be in violation of the requirement to correct a care, maintenance, security, or upkeep violation cited in a notice issued pursuant to this Article shall be subject to a fine of fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500.00) for each day of the violation. Any fines imposed pursuant to this paragraph shall commence 31 days following receipt of the notice, except if the violation presents an imminent risk to public health and safety, in which case any fines shall commence 11 days following receipt of the notice. 

In addition to the fine set forth above, the creditor shall be responsible for the costs associated with the cleanup, including, but not be limited to tipping fees and overtime for use of personnel and equipment which shall constitute a lien on the property.

f) Where the property is vacant or shows evidence of vacancy, and foreclosure proceedings have not been initiated, the failure of an owner or creditor to file a registration within the required 10 day period following the enforcement authority's first notice of violations or summons for improper maintenance is punishable by a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00) per day which shall commence on the day after the 10-day period set forth in Section 169-1 has expired. 

g) Failure to renew a registration with the enforcement authority is punishable by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500.00) nor greater than two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) per occurrence. Each day during which the registration was not renewed following its expiration shall be deemed a separate occurrence.

h) As required by N.J.S.A. 48-2.12s, no less than 20 percent of any money collected pursuant to this section shall be utilized by the municipality for municipal code enforcement purposes.”

All other provisions set forth within Section 169-66 remain unchanged and continue in full force and effect.
SECTION 2 AMENDMENT TO SECTION 169-61. A. REGISTRATION OF REAL PROPERTY OWNER

The first sentence of the third paragraph of Section 169-61. A. is deleted in its entirety and is amended to read:

“If the property is in the process of foreclosure, then the registration must be received within ten (10) days of the initiation of the foreclosure process as required by N.J.S.A. 46:10B-51.” 

All other provisions set forth within Section 169-66 remain unchanged and continue in full force and effect.
SECTION 3.  REPEALER CLAUSE
All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistencies.  All other provisions of Chapter 169 which are not affected by this Article are ratified and confirmed and shall remain in full force and effect. 
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Section 4.  SEVERABILITY

If any portion of this Article is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of this article, but shall be confined in its effect to the provision directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered.
Section 5.  EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall take effect following final reading and publication in accordance with New Jersey law. 






FIRST READING:
    October 23, 2014






PUBLICATION:
    October 29, 2014






FINAL PASSAGE:
    November  20, 2014

***************

RESOLUTIONS

Public Portion on Resolutions

Meeting was opened to the public and duly closed.
Consent Agenda

There were no items on the Consent Agenda.
Resolutions

Resolution No. 181
M/S - Dill/Tapp
Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 181 of 2014

Subject:

Chapter 159 Resolution

Introduced By:
Council President Kern

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount; and

WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point has received a grant of $3,030.54 from the New Jersey Division of Criminal Justice and wishes to amend its 2014 budget to include this amount as a revenue.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Somers Point hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2014 in the sum of $3,030.54 which item is now available as a revenue from:
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Miscellaneous Revenue


Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services:



Public and Private Revenue Offset with Appropriations:



2014 Body Armor Grant
                   

 $3,030.54
pursuant to the provision of Statute; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $3,030.54 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations



( A )  Operations - Excluded from “CAPS”



Public and Private Programs Offset by Revenues:



2014 body Armor Grant



  $3,030.54
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two (2) copies of this resolution be certified and submitted to the Director of Local Government Services for approval.  
***************
Resolution No. 182
M/S - D’Adamo/Tapp

Councilman McGuigan complimented the planner for the thorough and complete job.  Resolution No. 182 was then adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

RESOLUTION NO 182 of 2014

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE SOMERS POINT PLANNING BOARD TO DESIGNATE BLOCK 1114, LOTS 3, 4.01, 4.02, 4.03 AND 4.04 WITHIN THE CITY OF SOMERS POINT AS A NON-CONDEMNATION REDEVELOPMENT AREA IN NEED OF REDEVELOPMENT WITHOUT THE EXERCISE OF EMINENT DOMAIN
WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point, in the County of Atlantic, State of New Jersey (the “City”), a public body corporate and politic of the State of New Jersey (the “State”), is authorized pursuant to the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. (the “Redevelopment Law”), to determine whether certain parcels of land within the City constitute an area in need of rehabilitation and/or an area in need of redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-4(a), a municipal governing body has the power to cause a preliminary investigation of a property or properties to be made by the Planning Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 of the Redevelopment Law; and
 WHEREAS, as amended in 2013,  N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. of the Redevelopment Law (the “Redevelopment Law”) authorizes a municipality to adopt a resolution stating whether the municipality is authorized to exercise its powers of eminent domain (a “Condemnation Redevelopment Area”) or not to exercise such power (a “Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area”); and 
WHEREAS, on September 25, 2014, the Somers Point City Council (the “City Council”) adopted Resolution No.161 of 2014 (as supplemented and amended by Resolution No. 180 or 2014 adopted on October 9, 2014) requesting the Somers Point Planning Board (the “Planning Board”) to perform an investigation to determine whether the property at  555 Shore Road, Designated on the City Tax Map as  Block 1114, Lots 3, 4.01, 4.02, 4.03 and 4.04 (the “Study Area”) constitutes an “area in need of redevelopment” as a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area under the Redevelopment Law; and
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Resolution No. 182 (Continued)

WHEREAS, on October 22, 2014, the Planning Board held a public hearing, duly noticed under the Redevelopment Law, and reviewed a report prepared by Bach Associates, dated October, 2014 and entitled “PRELIMINARY NEED INVESTIGATION REDEVELOPMENT STUDY BLOCK 1114, LOTS 3, 4.01, 4.02, 4.03 AND 4.04” (the “Redevelopment Study”) a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A, at which hearing a presentation was made by Leah Furey-Bruder of Bach Associates reviewing the elements of the Redevelopment Study and the facts in support of the conclusion that the criteria a, d, e and h set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7 for a declaration of an area in need of redevelopment are satisfied, and also that there is evidence of blight using the definition utilized by the court in its 2007 decision in Gallenthin Realty Development, Inc. v. Borough of Paulsboro that “blight” means deterioration or stagnation that negatively affects surrounding areas; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board discussed the Redevelopment Study as presented, opened the session to the public to receive any public comment and, after closing the public comment period, the Planning Board accepted the Redevelopment Study as presented and resolved to recommend to the City Council that the Study Area be designated an area in need of redevelopment (the “Redevelopment Area”); and
WHEREAS, a copy of the Resolution of the Planning Board is attached hereto as Exhibit B; and 
WHEREAS, the City Council accepts the recommendation of the Planning Board 
Now, therefore, it is hereby RESOLVED that:
1) The recommendation of the Planning Board is accepted and approved;

2) The Study Area consisting of Block 1114, Lots 3, 4.01, 4.02, 4.03 and 4.04 is designated as an area in need of redevelopment; 

3) The area in need of redevelopment is further designated an a non-condemnation area in need of redevelopment whereby the City may proceed to exercise all powers  granted to it under the Redevelopment Law with the exception of the exercise of the power of eminent domain; and

4) Bach Associates and the City’s Professionals are authorized and directed to prepare a Redevelopment Plan for the Redevelopment Area; 
5) The City Clerk is directed to submit a certified copy of this Resolution to the Commissioner of Community Affairs for review as required by N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6.b (5) (c); and 
It is further RESOLVED that upon completion the Redevelopment Plan shall be presented to City Council for further action by Ordinance and referral, by Resolution, to the Planning Board for review in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7 of the Redevelopment Law so the Planning Board can submit its recommendations to this Governing Body


***************

Resolution No. 183
M/S - Triboletti/McGuigan
Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.  Atty. Franklin explained that this is in draft form as it wasn’t clear if it would be adopted.  He stated that he will submit the completed forms to the Clerk tomorrow to be transferred to the Planning Board.
RESOLUTION NO. 183 of 2014

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE SOMERS POINT PLANNING BOARD TO DETERMINE IF THE ENTIRE AREA OF THE CITY OF SOMERS POINT SATISFIES ONE OR MORE OF THE STATUTORY CRITERIA TO BE DECLARED AN AREA IN NEED OF REHABILITATION
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Resolution No. 183 (Continued)

WHEREAS, Article VIII, Section I, paragraph 6 of the New Jersey Constitution permitting municipalities to grant for periods of five years exemptions or abatements, or both, from taxation in areas in need of rehabilitation have proven to be effective in promoting the construction and rehabilitation of residential and commercial and industrial structures in areas threatened with economic and social decline; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:21-1. The New Jersey Five-Year Exemption and Abatement Law authorizes the  governing body of a municipality to utilize the authority granted under Article VIII, Section I, paragraph 6 of the New Jersey Constitution, to determine an area or areas in need of rehabilitation and to adopt an ordinance setting forth the eligibility or non-eligibility of dwellings, multiple dwellings, or commercial and industrial structures, or all of these, for exemptions or abatements, or both, from taxation in areas in need of rehabilitation; and 

WHEREAS, the ordinance may differentiate among those types of structures as to whether the property shall be eligible for exemptions or abatements, or both, within the limitations set forth in P.L.1991, c.441 (N.J.S.A. 40A:21-1 et seq.); and

WHEREAS, an "Area in need of rehabilitation" means a portion or all of a municipality which has been determined to be an area in need of rehabilitation or redevelopment pursuant to the "Local Redevelopment and Housing Law," P.L.1992, c.79 (N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et al.), a "blighted area" as determined pursuant to the "Blighted Areas Act," P.L.1949, c.187 (N.J.S.A. 40:55-21.1 et seq.), or which has been determined to be in need of rehabilitation pursuant to P.L.1975, c.104 (N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.72 et seq.), P.L.1977, c.12 (N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.95 et seq.), or P.L.1979, c.233 (N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.121 et al.).; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-4 b. (3) grants the power to a municipal Planning Board to make recommendations to the governing body concerning the determination of an area in need of rehabilitation pursuant to section 14 of P.L. 1993 c. 79 (N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-14); and 

WHEREAS, a Municipality may declare an area to be in need of rehabilitation if there exist in the designated area any of the following conditions such that (1) a significant portion of structures therein are in a deteriorated or substandard condition; (2) more than half of the housing stock in the delineated area is at least 50 years old; (3) there is a pattern of vacancy, abandonment or underutilization of properties in the area; (4) there is a persistent arrearage of property tax payments on properties in the area; (5) environmental contamination is discouraging improvements and investment in properties in the area; or (6) a majority of the water and sewer infrastructure in the delineated area is at least 50 years old and is in need of repair or substantial maintenance; and

WHEREAS, in consideration of the overall conditions and requirements of the community, a finding of need for rehabilitation may extend to the entire area of a municipality; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Somers Point is desirous of providing opportunities and incentives to property owners within the City to improve, develop, expand, or construct homes and businesses within the City of Somers Point, prevent further deterioration and promote the overall development of the community; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Somers Point hereby requests and directs the Somers Point Planning Board to determine if the entire area of the City of Somers Point satisfies the criteria for designation as an Area in Need of Rehabilitation using the criteria set forth Local Redevelopment and Housing Law; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-14 requires the governing body to submit to the Planning Board a draft form of Resolution for the Planning Board to consider and review

Now, therefore, it is hereby RESOLVED, that the Somers Point City Council requests the Somers Point Planning Board to review the statutory criteria to determine if the entire area of the 
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City of Somers Point is an area in need of rehabilitation and if found to be so, to recommend to the City Council of the City of Somers Point that the entire area of the municipality be determined to be an area in need of rehabilitation pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A: 12A-14 based on the Planning Board's finding that more than half of the housing stock in the City is at least 50 years old, a majority of the water and sewer infrastructure in the City  is at least 50 years old and is in need of repair or substantial maintenance, and that any one or more of the other statutory criteria may be found to exist within the City, and that a program of rehabilitation may be expected to prevent further deterioration and promote  the overall development of the community; and
Be It Further RESOLVED that in making its investigation the Planning Board shall make its recommendation based upon a finding that the conditions as set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-14 are found to be present; and 

Be It Further RESOLVED that a copy of the draft form or Resolution proposed to be adopted by City Council upon a recommendation from the Planning Board is attached hereto as Exhibit A; and

Be It Further RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution and the draft form or Resolution attached hereto shall be sent by the City Clerk to the Somers Point Planning Board Administrator.

***************
Resolution No. 184
M/S - Triboletti/Dill

Adopted by a unanimous vote of those present.

No. 184 of 2014

Subject:
Awarding Bid for Four-wheel Drive Police Vehicles
Introduced by:
Councilman Smith & Councilman Triboletti
WHEREAS, on September 16, 2014 the City of Somers Point received bids for two Four-wheel Drive Police Vehicles; and

WHEREAS,   Day Chevrolet Inc. of Egg Harbor Township, New Jersey was the lowest responsible bidder; and

WHEREAS,   the Chief of Police and the City Administrator recommend that the City award the contract to Day Chevrolet Inc. of Egg Harbor Township, New Jersey in the amount of $29,947.00 per vehicle for a total of $59,894.00. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point as follows:

1.) The Contract for two  Four-wheel Drive Police Vehicles is hereby awarded to Day Chevrolet Inc. of Egg Harbor Township, New Jersey in the total amount of $59,894.00.

2.) The City Administrator is hereby authorized to enter into a formal contract with Day Chevrolet Inc., signing on behalf of the City.

***************
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New Business

An application for the 19th annual Trail of Two Cities run was approved by a unanimous vote of those present.

Discussion of Draft Rehabilitation Ordinance

Atty. Franklin suggested that the Ordinance be reviewed by a sub-committee.  Council agreed that a subcommittee consisting of the following individuals would review the ordinance:  Councilman D’Adamo, Councilman McGuigan, Councilman Tapp, Administrator Swain, Tax Assessor Hesley and Atty. Franklin.  He explained that it has been sent over to the Master Plan Steering Committee, however, he has not gotten any comments back from them so the draft hasn’t been circulated.  He asked that Council review and he would assemble comments and circulate them prior to the November meeting.  He stated that the draft ordinance can be presented or it may have to carry over until January.
Discussion of amendments to Council By-Laws
After discussion, Council agreed to introduce an ordinance at the next meeting to correct various items in the By-Laws.
Old Business

There was no Old Business.
Discussion of Bills

The following bills were presented for discussion:  Administrator Swain reported bills paid in the amount of $542.70 and $480.00, as well as a list of bills dated October 21, 2014 in the amount of $2,040,753.51.  Councilman McGuigan advised that he will be abstaining on the two bills for Falasco as this is his employer.
Public Portion

Bill Hurst from Fitzpatrick’s Deli came forward and addressed the governing body asking about allowing businesses to sell New Jersey wines.  Council President Kern explained that they are waiting for recommendations from EDAC, the Business Association and the Tavern owners.

***************

Payment of Bills

M/S - Tapp/Dill
The bills were approved by a unanimous vote of those present, with Councilman McGuigan abstaining on the two bills for Falasco Mechanical.  A complete list of bills is on file in the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

***************

Adjournment

There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  
***************

Carol L. Degrassi, RMC/MMC

Municipal Clerk

Approved:  11/20/14
