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Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Gerety with a salute to the flag. Roll call was 

recorded as follows:   

 

Present:  DePamphilis, Dill, Johnston, McGuigan, Shields, Slaughter, Gerety 

   

Also Present: Mayor Tapp, Administrator Frost, City Clerk Heath, City Solicitor Smith, and City 

Engineer Schneider 

   

*************** 

 

Open Public Meetings Act: 

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been provided to two   

local newspapers. The agenda has been posted at City Hall and on the City’s website, somerspointgov.org.   

 

************** 

 

Communications: 

None 

 

*************** 

 

Mayor’s Report: 

Mayor Tapp announced that the City-Wide Yard Sale would be rescheduled to October 3rd & 4th due to the 

impending storm. 

 

*************** 

 

Administrator’s Report: 

None 

 

*************** 

 

Solicitor’s Report: 

City Solicitor Smith reported that the Garden State Outdoor LLC v. City of Somers Point and City of 

Somers Point Zoning Board Case concluded in favor of the City. He also reported on a recommendation 

from the Tax Assessor encouraging a review of the ordinance regarding COAH fees in relation to 

additions and renovations to current property owners.  

 

*************** 

 

Engineer’s Report: 

City Engineer Schneider gave updates on the Ocean Avenue Stormwater Project. 
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*************** 

Committee Reports: 

Council Member DePamphilis reported on the Bay Avenue Conversation and mentioned a formal report 

will follow at the next meeting. 

 

Council Member Johnston reported on the Economic Development Advisory Commission meeting where 

they spoke about birding and promoting it in the Somers Point community, working with the Somers Point 

Business Association to help businesses in the area, updating the website, and sending out newsletters. 

She also reported that the Library Coordinator is working on numerous events to be held in the New Year. 

 

*************** 

 

Approval of Minutes:   

On the motion of Council Member Dill, seconded of Council Member Shields, and carried to approve the 

Regular Meeting Minutes of 9/10/2026, approved as to content only. 

 

*************** 

 

Council President Gerety moved Resolution 230 of 2026 to the top of the meeting. 

 

*************** 

 

Council President Gerety duly opened the meeting to the public for Resolution 230 of 2026 only. 

 

Hearing nothing from the public, the public portion was duly closed. 

 

*************** 

Resolution No. 230 of 2026 

M/S- Shields/DePamphilis 

This resolution was adopted by a unanimous vote of those present. 

 

Mayor Tapp performed the swearing in of Larry Morgenstern. 

 

No. 230 of 2026     

 

Subject: Appointments/Harbor Master and Deputy Emergency Management 

Coordinators 

 

Introduced By: Council President Gerety 

 

WHEREAS, it is the duty of Mayor Dennis Tapp to make certain appointments to 

various offices in the City of Somers Point as their terms expire. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following list of appointments 

made by Mayor Tapp on the 24th day of September 2026, be confirmed at this time by the City 

Council. 

 

HARBOR MASTER 

1 Year Term (Expires 12/31/26)     Mike Kedziora 

 

MUNICIPAL COORDINATOR, OFFICE 

OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

3 Year Term (Unexpired Term Expires 12/31/26)   Chief Robert Somers 

 

DEP. MUNICIPAL COORDINATORS, OFFICE 

OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

1 Year Terms (Expire 12/31/26)     Mike Kedziora 

Larry Morgenstern 

Vacant  

 

*************** 

 

Proclamations: 

The following proclamation was read by Mayor Tapp. 

 

      No. 14 of 2026 

 

Knock Out Opioid Abuse Day  

October 6, 2026 

 
WHEREAS, New Jersey is in the midst of a life-threatening opioid abuse epidemic; and 

WHEREAS, the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey has designated October 6, 2026, 

as Knock Out Opioid Abuse Day – an initiative with a dual purpose: to raise awareness of the 

potential for dependence on prescribed pain medicine and its link to heroin use rates in our state, 

reduce stigma of addiction and shine a light on the need for recovery support, and communicate 

to physicians information on safer prescribing messages found in the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention guidelines for prescribing opioids, which include considering other therapies, 

setting realistic treatment goals with patients and discussing with patients the positives and 

negatives of opioids; and 

WHEREAS, the State Senate and General Assembly jointly resolved that October 6 shall 

be permanently designated as Knock Out Opioid Abuse Day in New Jersey in order to raise 

awareness about the dangers of, and the link between, opioid abuse and heroin addiction and to 

educate health care providers, community leaders, state lawmakers and members of the public 
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about the opioid abuse epidemic and its effects throughout the State of New Jersey and across the 

country; and 

WHEREAS, Join Together Atlantic County (JTAC) and Greater Atlantic Partnership 

(GAP) support initiatives designed to raise awareness about opioid abuse in New Jersey and take 

steps to prevent addiction; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dennis Tapp, Mayor of the City of Somers Point, do hereby proclaim 

October 6, 2026, as Knock Out Opioid Abuse Day in the City of Somers Point. 

*************** 

 

Ordinances: 

 

Ordinance No. 23 of 2026 

(First Reading/Introduction) 

M/S- Dill/Johnston 

This ordinance was introduced by a unanimous vote of those present. 

 

Council Member Johnston expressed her excitement about this Ordinance. 

 

              No. 23 of 2026 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS OF THE CITY OF 

SOMERS POINT FOR MOTION PICTURE FILMING EVENTS WITHIN THE 

CITY  

WHEREAS the State of New Jersey has developed a Film Ready New Jersey Program, 

which is designed to prepare municipalities to host motion picture and television productions 

through a Film Ready Certification process; and  

 WHEREAS the Film Ready New Jersey Program is intended to share useful information 

with local leaders on filming operations needed to support such productions; and  

WHEREAS the Film Ready New Jersey Program is also designed to build statewide 

consistency through predictable permitting and processing fees so as to create a uniform 

production experience for potential motion picture and television productions; and 

WHEREAS the Atlantic County Economic Alliance (ACEA), in working closely with the 

New Jersey Film Commission, has been striving to promote Atlantic County as a film-friendly 

destination; and  

WHEREAS on June 25, 2026, representatives of ACEA gave a presentation to City 

Council wherein the commercial benefits of a municipality being a film-friendly destination 

through the Film Ready New Jersey Program were presented; and  
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WHEREAS one of the steps to attaining a Film Ready Certification is the enactment of a 

municipal ordinance setting forth the requirements for the application process and permitting of 

motion picture filming in the municipality; and  

WHEREAS the Somers Point City Council has determined that would it be beneficial for 

the City to enact an ordinance setting forth the requirements of applications and permitting so as 

to allow the City to participate in the Film Ready New Jersey Program.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Somers 

Point, County of Atlantic, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

SECTION A.  

There is hereby created a Chapter within the City Code entitled “MOTION PICTURE 

FILMING EVENTS,” which shall include the following sections: 

 

§ 1. Definitions.   

  

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings:  

  

FILMING - The taking of still or motion pictures either on film or videotape or any other 

recording medium, for commercial or educational purposes intended for viewing on 

television, in theaters, major linear broadcast network or streaming platforms, or for 

institutional uses. The provisions of this chapter shall not be deemed to include the 

"filming" of news stories within the municipality.  

 

 FILM PERMIT - A Film Permit means an official authorization from a town, borough, 

city, county, or government agency that grants a production entity legal permission to film 

on public property while ensuring compliance with local laws and managing potential 

disruptions, including but not limited to noise, light levels, traffic, and activities involving 

stunts or equipment. It acts as an agreement detailing the scope of filming, including 

location, time, crew, and effects, and protects filmmakers from fines and legal issues while 

establishing professionalism.  

 

LOCATION FEE - A Location Fee means a charge assessed and negotiated between a town 

and a production entity to allow the use of the town's premises and/or land for film and 

television projects. The Location Fee is intended to provide a fair return for using the space 

and cover administrative or operational costs. Location Fees should specify the payment 

amount, schedule, and terms, including rates for preparation days, filming days, overtime, 

and cancellation policies. 

  

https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185962
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185962
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185962
https://ecode360.com/7185963#7185963
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MAJOR MOTION PICTURE - Any film which is financed and/or distributed by a major 

motion picture studio, including but not limited to the following: NBCUniversal, including 

Peacock; Warner Bros. Discovery, including New Line Cinema, HBO, DC Studios and 

Castle Rock Entertainment; Paramount Pictures, including Miramax, MTV Films, 

Showtime, Skydance, Dreamworks and Nickelodeon Movies; Walt Disney Studios, 

including 20th Century Studios, Searchlight Pictures, Hulu and Marvel Studios; Sony 

Pictures, including Columbia Pictures, Screen Gems and Tristar Pictures; Amazon MGM 

Studios; Netflix Studios; A24; any film for which the budget is at least $20,000,000; or any 

recurrent weekly television series programming.  

 

PUBLIC PROPERTY - Any and every public street, highway, sidewalk, square, public park 

or playground or any other public place or property within the municipality which is either 

owned or controlled by the municipality.  

  

§ 2. Permit required.   

  

A. No person or organization shall film or permit filming on public property, or on 

private property where such filming involves the use of public property for the operation, 

placement or temporary storage of vehicles or equipment utilized in such filming, 

including, but not limited to, any temporary structure, barricade or device intended to 

restrict or block off pedestrian or vehicular traffic, without first having obtained a permit 

from the office of the Municipal Clerk, which permit shall set forth the approved location 

of such filming and the approved duration of such filming by specific reference to day 

and/or dates. Said permit must be available for inspection by the City’s Code Enforcement 

Officer, or his/her designee, and/or its Police Department at all times at the site of the 

filming.  

B.  

  

C. All permits shall be applied for and obtained from the office of the Municipal Clerk 

during normal business hours. Applications for such permits shall be in a form approved 

by the Municipal Clerk and be accompanied by a permit fee in the amount established by 

this Chapter herein.  

  

D. If a permit is issued and due to inclement weather, or other good cause, filming 

does not in fact take place on the dates specified, the Municipal Clerk may, at the request 

of the applicant, issue a new permit for filming on other dates subject to full compliance 

with all other provisions of this Chapter. No additional fee shall be paid for this permit.  

  

§ 3. Issuance of permits.   

  

https://ecode360.com/7185964#7185964
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185976
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185976
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185976
https://ecode360.com/7185977#7185977
https://ecode360.com/7185978#7185978
https://ecode360.com/7185979#7185979
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185980
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185980
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185980
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A. No permits will be issued by the Municipal Clerk unless applied for at least four or 

more business days prior to the requested shooting date; provided, however, that the City 

Administrator may waive the four-day period if, in his/her judgment, the applicant has 

obtained all related approvals and adjacent property owners or tenants do not need to be 

notified.   

 

B. No permit shall issue unless said application is approved by both the City 

Administrator and Chief of Police.   

  

C. No permit shall be issued for filming upon public property unless the applicant has 

provided the municipality with satisfactory proof of the following:  

  

(1) Proof of insurance coverage as follows:  

  

(a) For bodily injury, death or other liability, excluding property damage, to 

any one person in the amount of $1,000,000.  

  

(b) For property damage for each occurrence in the aggregate amount of 

$500,000.  

 

(c) Worker’s Compensation insurance in compliance with the statutory 

requirements of the State of New Jersey.  

 

(d) The City of Somers Point, its elected and appointed officials, its agents, 

employees, contractors, volunteers, and the Atlantic County Joint Insurance 

Fund, shall be included as an "Additional Insured" as their interests may appear, 

under the general liability policy, which policy shall also include an Additional 

Insured, Waiver of Subrogation, and Primary not Secondary Coverage 

Endorsements to such policy. 

 

  (2) A written agreement, in a form prescribed by the Municipal Clerk, whereby the 

applicant agrees to indemnify and save harmless the municipality from any and all 

liability, expense, claim and/or damages resulting from the use of public property.  

  

 

  (3) The hiring of off-duty City Police Officers, if determined by the Chief of Police 

in his/her sole discretion as necessary for purposes of traffic control and/or public 

safety according to the agreed upon public safety plan, for the times indicated on the 

permit.  

 

https://ecode360.com/7185981#7185981
https://ecode360.com/7185982#7185982
https://ecode360.com/7185983#7185983
https://ecode360.com/7185984#7185984
https://ecode360.com/7185985#7185985
https://ecode360.com/7185986#7185986
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  (4)  The hiring of independent fire safety personnel as may be required by the State 

Fire Marshall’s Office, which may include the hiring of local volunteer firefighters at 

a rate negotiated with such individuals.   

  

D. The holder of the permit shall take all reasonable steps to minimize interference 

with the free passage of pedestrians and traffic over public property and shall comply with 

all directives issued by the City Police Department with respect thereto.  

E. Exterior filming shall be permitted between the hours of 7:00am to 6:00pm (camera 

wrap) and crew wrap at 7:00pm, Monday through Sunday. Night filming shall be allowed 

for such hours as determined by the Chief of Police based on public safety and 

inconvenience.  Time restrictions shall not apply to interior filming.  All interior filming 

shall adhere to all current ordinances relative to noise and music.    

F.  The failure of the holder of the permit to adhere to the terms of the application and 

permit may result in the revocation of said permit by either the Chief of Police or the City 

Administrator. 

  

§ 4. Interference with public activity; notice of filming.   

  

A. The holder of a permit shall conduct filming in such a manner as to minimize the 

inconvenience or discomfort to adjoining property owners attributable to such filming and 

shall, to the extent practicable, abate noise and park vehicles associated with such filming 

off the public streets. Excessive noise may be a basis for revocation of the permit.   

  

B. The holder of a permit shall avoid any interference with previously scheduled 

activities upon public property and limit, to the extent possible, any interference with 

normal public activity on such public property. Where the applicant's production activity, 

by reason of location or otherwise, will directly involve and/or affect any businesses, 

merchants or residents, these parties shall be given written notice of the filming prior to 

the issuance at least three days prior to the requested shooting date and be informed that 

objections may be filed with the Municipal Clerk, said objections to form a part of 

applicant's application and be considered in the review of the continued issuance of same. 

Proof of service of notification to adjacent owners shall be submitted to the Municipal 

Clerk within two days of the requested shooting date.  

  

§ 5 Refusal to issue permit; employment of patrolmen and electrician.   

  

A. The City Administrator and/or the Chief of Police may refuse to issue a permit 
whenever it is determined on the basis of objective facts, and after a review of the 
application and a report thereon by the Police Department and/or by other agencies 
involved with the proposed filming site, that filming at  

https://ecode360.com/7185989#7185989
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185990
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185990
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185990
https://ecode360.com/7185991#7185991
https://ecode360.com/7185992#7185992
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185994
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185994
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185994
https://ecode360.com/7185995#7185995
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the location and/or the time set forth in the application would violate any law, 
regulation or ordinance, or would unreasonably interfere with the use and enjoyment 
of adjoining properties, unreasonably impede the free flow of vehicular or pedestrian 
traffic or otherwise endanger the public's health, safety or welfare.  

  

B. The Chief of Police reserves the right to require the following: 

(1)  one or more on-site police officers in situations where the proposed production 

may impede the proper flow of traffic when in situations where the proposed 

production may impede the proper flow of traffic or present a public safety concern, 

according to an agreed upon public safety plan. The cost of said officers shall be borne 

by the applicant as a cost of production; and  

 

(2)  the hiring of independent fire safety personnel, which may include the hiring of 

local volunteer firefighters at a rate negotiated with such individuals, in situations 

where proposed production may raise issues of fire safety.     

 

C. Where existing electrical power lines are to be utilized by the production company, 

an on-site licensed electrician shall be required.    

 

§ 6 Appeals.   

  

A. Any person aggrieved by a decision by either the City Administrator or the Chief 

of Police denying or revoking a permit may appeal to the City Council. A written notice of 

appeal setting forth the reasons for the appeal shall be filed with the Municipal Clerk.  

  

B. An appeal from the decision of the City Administrator or Chief of Police shall be 

filed within 10 days of such a decision.  City Council shall set the matter down for a hearing 

within 30 days of the day on which the notice of appeal was filed. The decision of the City 

Council shall be in the form of a resolution supporting the decision of the City 

Administrator or Chief of Police at the first regularly scheduled public meeting of the City 

Council following the hearing on the appeal, unless the appellant agrees in writing to a 

later date for the decision. If such a resolution is not adopted within the time required, the 

decision of denial or revocation shall be deemed to be reversed, and a permit shall be issued 

in conformity with the application, or the revocation shall be deemed rescinded.  

  

§ 7. Waiver of requirements of chapter by City Administrator.   

  

The City Administrator may authorize a waiver of any of the requirements, 

provisions or restrictions of this chapter if he/she determines that a waiver thereof may be 

granted without endangering the public health, safety and welfare. In determining whether 

to issue a waiver, the Administrator shall consider the following factors:  

  

https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185997
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185997
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7185997
https://ecode360.com/7185998#7185998
https://ecode360.com/7185999#7185999
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186000
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186000
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186000
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(1) Potential traffic congestion at the location.  

  

(2) The applicant's ability to remove the applicant's vehicles and equipment from the 

public streets or other public property.  

  

(3) The extent to which the applicant is requesting restrictions on the use of public 

streets or public parking facilities during filming.  

  

(4) The nature of the filming, including whether filming will take place indoors or 

outdoors, and the proposed hours for filming.  

  

(5) The extent to which the filming may affect adjoining and nearby property owners and 

occupants.  

  

(6) The City’s prior experience with the applicant, if any.  

  

§ 8 Copies of permit; inspections.   

  

Copies of the approved permit will be sent to the City Administrator, Chief of Police and 

Code Enforcement Official before filming takes place and to the New Jersey Motion 

Picture and Television Commission at njfilm@njeda.gov. The applicant shall allow all 

necessary inspections by the City of the site and equipment to be used. The applicant shall 

comply with all safety requirements and instructions issued by any of the City’s inspectors.  

  

§ 9 Reimbursement of certain costs.   

  

In addition to any other fees or costs mentioned in this chapter, the applicant shall 

reimburse the City of Somers Point for any lost revenue and/or damage to public property 

incurred by the City as a result of the filming project.    

  

§ 10 Fees.   

  

CATEGORY  FEE (not to exceed)  

Basic film permit application (one-time; with 4 or more days 

advance notice of the first day of filming) 
$100   

Expedited basic film permit application (one-time; with 4 or 

less days advance notice of the first day of filming)  
$250   

https://ecode360.com/32016338#32016338
https://ecode360.com/32016339#32016339
https://ecode360.com/32016340#32016340
https://ecode360.com/32016341#32016341
https://ecode360.com/32016342#32016342
https://ecode360.com/32016343#32016343
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186007
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186007
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186007
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186008
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186008
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186008
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186012
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186012
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186012
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Basic film permit application for nonprofits, including student 

films (one-time; no daily rate required) 
$25   

Daily filming on public property     

      Film and television projects with a budget under $20mm  $150   

      Film and television projects with a budget over $20mm  $500   

 

Public Property Location Fee 

 

 

Daily film for private property  

Fee negotiated between 

a production company 

and the city 

NO FEE CHARGED 

BY MUNICIPALITY   

Public Safety     

       Hiring of off-duty police, according to agreed upon public safety plan  

The municipality’s 

standard hourly rates 

for police  

Inconvenience fees      

  

      Street closures  Up to $5,000 per day  

      Properties in background - or used - in shot  

Fee negotiated between 
a production  

company and a private 

business or residence  

      Daily prep of business that is being “dressed”  

Fee negotiated between 
a production  

company and a private  

business  

      Daily filming of business that is “dressed”  

Fee negotiated between 
a production  

company and a private  

business  

Parking fees  
Same rates that are 

charged to the public  
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§ 11 Violations and penalties.   

  

Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall, upon conviction 

thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding $2,000, imprisonment in the county jail for a 

term not exceeding 90 days, or a period of community service not exceeding 90 days, or 

any combination thereof as determined by the Municipal Court Judge. Each day on which 

a violation of an ordinance exists shall be considered a separate and distinct violation and 

shall be subject to imposition of a separate penalty for each day of the violation as the 

Municipal Court Judge may determine.  

 

SECTION B. SEVERABILITY. 

If any section, clause or provision of these amendments to this Ordinance shall be adjudged invalid, 

such adjudication shall apply only to the section, clause or provision declared invalid and the 

remainder of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect and shall be enforceable. 

 

SECTION C. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon final adoption and publication as required by law.   

 

*************** 

 

Resolutions: 

 

Public Portion Resolutions: 

Council President Gerety duly opened the meeting to the public. 

 

Hearing nothing from the public, the public portion was duly closed. 

 

*************** 

 

Resolution No. 231 of 2026 

M/S- Dill/Johnston 

This resolution was adopted by a unanimous vote of those present. 

 

No. 231 of 2026     

 

Subject:  Authorizing Accepting K-9 Dog “Violet” and Acknowledging 

Purchase from Basic Obedience Training by Joi Nicholas, LLC 

 

Introduced By:  Council President Gerety  
 

 

https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186017
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186017
https://ecode360.com/7185961#7186017
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 WHEREAS, On September 15th2026, the Somers Point Police Department took 

possession of a 2 year old German Shepherd named “Violet” which is the department’s 

eighth  K-9 dog; and 

 WHEREAS, “Violet” was purchased from Basic Obedience Training by Joi 

Nicholas, LLC; and 

 WHEREAS, the handler for “Violet” is Officer Mark McElwee, a 17 year veteran of 

the Somers Point Police Department; and 

 WHEREAS, Officer McElwee and his new partner “Violet” will begin their 

extensive 23 week training course at the John Sonny Burke K-9 Academy (Atlantic County K9 

Academy). 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby 

acknowledges the purchase of  “Violet” and assigns the K9 to the Police Department. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the 

City of Somers Point, County of Atlantic and State of New Jersey that Violet be and is 

hereby appointed as a Policeman with full police status in the K-9 Corps of the Police 

Department to serve at the will of the Governing Body. 

 

*************** 

 

Resolution No. 232 of 2026 

M/S- Dill/Johnston 

This resolution was adopted by a unanimous vote of those present. 

 

No. 232 of 2026     

 

Subject:  Authorizing Executive Session Advice of Counsel and Attorney-Client 

Communication Regarding the Status of Property Assessment 

Litigation in the Tax Court Involving the City, Entitled, “Powersports 

Holdings, LLC V. City of Somers Point and GMH Restaurant 

Holdings, LLC,” Having A Docket Number of ATL-C-000078-24 

 

Introduced By: Council President Gerety 

 

  

WHEREAS, while the Sen. Byron M. Baer Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et 

seq.) requires all meetings of the Somers Point City Council to be held in public, and N.J.S.A.10:4-

12(b) sets forth nine (9) types of matters that may lawfully be discussed in “Executive Session,” 

i.e. without the public being permitted to attend, and 

 WHEREAS, the Somers Point City Council has determined that there is one (1) topic 

which requires the advice and counsel of the City Solicitor and is a matter permitted by N.J.S.A. 

10:4-12(b) as an exception to open public meeting requirements; and is necessary to be discussed 
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without the public in attendance during an Executive Session to be held on September 24, 2026, 

during a public meeting to be held commencing at 7:00 P.M, and 

 WHEREAS there are nine (9) exceptions to public meetings set forth in N.J.S.A. 10:4-

12(b). Listed below, is the exception relied upon; and after the exception is a space within which 

the number of issues to be privately discussed that fall within that exception shall be written and 

within which additional information that will disclose as much information about the discussion 

as possible without undermining the purpose of the exception shall be written. 

“(7) Any pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation in which the public body 

is or may become a party. Any matters falling within the attorney-client privilege, to the 

extent that confidentiality is required for the attorney to exercise his ethical 

duties as a lawyer.” 

 

The nature of the matters to be discussed, described as fully as possible without undermining the 

need for confidentiality: 

 
Advice of Counsel and attorney-client communication regarding the status of 
property assessment litigation in the Tax Court involving the City, entitled, 
“Powersports Holdings, LLC v. City of Somers Point and GMH Restaurant Holdings, 
LLC,” having a docket number of ATL-C-000078-24.   
 

 WHEREAS the length of the Executive Session is estimated to be approximately 15 

minutes after which the public meeting of the City Council shall reconvene; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Somers Point will 

go into Executive Session for only the above stated reason; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council directs the City Clerk to make ten 

(10) photocopies of this resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the blank spaces within this form of resolution are 

to be filled out in conformity with a Consent Judgment and Memorandum of Understanding dated 

June 8, 2009, that arose that the City Council hereby declares that its discussion of the 

aforementioned subject(s) will be made public at a time when the public’s interest in disclosure is 

greater than any privacy or governmental interest being protected from disclosure. For each of the 

above items, the estimated date by which such disclosure can be made and/or the occurrence that 

needs to take place before disclosure can be made are listed below (attach separate sheet if 

necessary) 

 

Subject of Discussion Estimated Date Necessary Occurrence 

See Exception 7  

 

 

Unknown at this time 

 

 

 

Discussion by City Council 

relative to the status of 

litigation. 

 

 

*************** 

 

1 
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Resolution No. 233 of 2026 

M/S- Shields/Dill 

This resolution was adopted by a unanimous vote of those present. 

 

No. 233 of 2026     
 

Subject:  Extending Contract for Sanitary Sewer Emergency Repairs and 

Miscellaneous Maintenance 

 

Introduced by:  Council President Gerety 

 
WHEREAS, on August 14th, 2025 the City of Somers Point received bids from three contractors 

for Sanitary Sewer Emergency Repairs and Miscellaneous Maintenance and the City awarded per 

Resolution 197 of 2025; and 

WHEREAS, the total amount of the bid was based on specified units and quantities of work 

multiplied times the bidder’s unit prices of labor, material and equipment for various categories of 

anticipated emergency repairs and miscellaneous repairs to the sanitary sewer system; and 

WHEREAS, after applying these calculations, Mathis Construction Co., Inc., of Little Egg 

Harbor Township, New Jersey was the lowest responsible bidder; and 

WHEREAS, an open-end contract was awarded to Mathis Construction Co., Inc. that was in 

effect for a period of one (1) year with the possibility of two (2) one-year extensions if both parties agree 

to the extension, subject to the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. This will be the first (1) one-

year extension option; and 

WHEREAS,  the Sewer Utility Engineer has found their work satisfactory and has recommended 

that the City accept the first one-year extension to the contract with Mathis Construction Co., Inc. with an 

index rate increase of 7% over the 2025 rate and in the established maximum amount of $311,206.97. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point as 

follows: 

  

1.) Because their services are being performed in an efficient and effective manner, 
a one-year extension to the Contract for Sanitary Sewer Emergency Repairs and 
Miscellaneous Maintenance is hereby awarded to Mathis Construction Co., Inc., 
of Little Egg Harbor Township, New Jersey in the maximum amount of 
$332,991.46. 

 

2.) The City Administrator is hereby authorized to execute any required documents in 

this regard on behalf of the City. 

 

*************** 

 

Resolution No. 234 of 2026 

M/S- Dill/Shields 

This resolution was adopted by a unanimous vote of those present. 

 

Council Member Johnston requested clarification on Linwood’s involvement with the resolution. 
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No. 234 of 2026     

 

Subject:  Resolution Authorizing the City of Somers Point to Enter into a Shared 

Services Agreement with the Egg Harbor Utility Municipal Utilities 

Authority for the Purposes of Sharing Sanitary Sewer Maintenance Services 

 

Introduced by: Council President Gerety 

 

WHEREAS, the "Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act," N.J,S,A, 40A:65-l et 

seq. (11Act11), allows any local unit to enter into an agreement with any other local unit or units 

to provide or receive any service that each local unit participating in the agreement is empowered 

to provide or receive within its own jurisdiction, including services incidental to the primary 

purposes of any of the participating local units; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-S requires the adoption of a resolution by the local units in 

order to authorize the execution of a shared services agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Somers Point ("City") and the Egg Harbor Utility Municipal 

Utilities Authority ("Utility") have determined it to be in the mutual interest of each body to 

share in certain Routine Maintenance Services in connection with the sanitary sewer system(s) 

over which it has operational responsibility including the municipalities of Egg Harbor Township 

and the City of Linwood (the "System"); and 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to enter into a shared services agreement {11SSA") with 

the Utility for the purpose of setting forth the terms, conditions, and obligations of each party 

regarding Routine Maintenance Services in connection with the sanitary sewer system(s), which 

will benefit both the City and the Utility by increasing the efficiency and decreasing the net cost 

of those services effective January l, 2027; and 

WHEREAS, Agreement shall commence on January l, 2027 (the "Effective Date") and 

shall terminate December 31, 2029, unless extended or terminated by parties as set forth herein. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Somers Point, 

County of Atlantic, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 
1. The Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute the Shared Services Agreement 

with the Egg Harbor Utility Municipal Utilities Authority for certain Routine 
Maintenance Services in connection with the sanitary sewer system(s), subject to such 
modifications as required and authorized by the City Administrator, Sewer System 
Operator, and City Solicitor. 

 
2. A copy of the SSA shall be filed with the Division of Local Government Services, 

Department of Community Affairs, in accordance with the Uniform Shared Services and 
Consolidation Act. N,J,S,A, 40A:65-4(b). 

 

3. The SSA shall take effect upon the adoption of appropriate resolutions by both parties 

thereto, and execution of agreements authorized thereunder. N.J.S.A. 40A:65-5(c). 
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4. The City Council of the City of Somers Point hereby acknowledges the terms and 

conditions of the Shared Service Agreement in accordance with the accompanying 

exhibits, which are attached hereto and made a part hereof. The City Administrator in 

consult with the City Solicitor are hereby authorized to negotiate any necessary 

adjustments to the SSA. 
 

*************** 

 

Old Business: 

None 

   

*************** 

 

New Business:  

On the motion of Council Member Shields, seconded by Council Member Johnston, and carried to 

approve a Social Affair Permit Application for Saint Joseph Church for an event on 10/23/2026 from 5 

P.M. to 8 P.M. 

 

Council President Gerety scheduled the 2027 Reorganization Meeting for January 7, 2027. 

 

Council Member McGuigan suggested changing the start times of City Council Meetings.  

 

     *************** 

 

Discussion of Bills: 

Administrator Frost reported a Bill List dated 9/22/2026 in the amount of $379,560.41, and a Record of 

Payment dated 9/14/2026 in the amount of $40,885.00. 

 

Council Member McGuigan requested that purchase order# 26981508, regarding Atlantic Media 

Productions, be removed due to the City choosing not to fund Somers Point Beach Concerts. 

 

Council Member Johnston explained that purchase order # 26981508 was from the Economic 

Development Advisory Commission making a contribution from their budget. 

 

Council Member McGuigan expressed why he disapproves of EDAC’s contributions based on what the 

City has adhered to regarding the Beach Concerts thus far. 

 

          *************** 

 

Public Portion: 

Council President Gerety duly opened the meeting to the public. 
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Patricia Pierson of Somers Point asked for clarification on Resolution 232 of 2026. Pierson gave her 

opinions on the previous discussion regarding purchase order # 26981508 and the Bay Avenue 

Conversation Meeting. She also spoke about this year’s Good Old Days Festival as well as Art in 

the Park. 

 

Gary of Somers Point brought his concerns to Council regarding bike path safety. 

 

Denise Jameson of Somers Point requested an update on the Links at Greate Bay. 

 

Kim O’Brien of Somers Point praised the Good Old Days Festival. She also asked for clarification 

on why the Bay Avenue Conversation was not recorded or executed as an official City Council 

Meeting. 

 

Hearing nothing further from the public, the public hearing was duly closed. 

 

*************** 

 

Payment of Bills: 

M/S: McGuigan/Dill 

 

The Bill List, excluding Purchase Order # 26981508, was approved by a unanimous vote of those present. 

A complete list of bills is on file in the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 

Council Member Johnston gave a brief explanation on the reasoning and timeline of purchase order # 

26981508. 

 

Council Members thoroughly discussed this purchase order. 

 

On the motion of Council Member Dill, seconded by Council Member McGuigan, to remove purchase 

order # 26981508 from the bill list by the following roll call vote. 

 

McGuigan- Yes 

Slaughter- No 

Dill- Yes 

Johnston- No 

Shields- Yes 

DePamphilis- No 

Gerety- Yes 

 

**************** 

 

Comments from Governing Body: 
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Council Member McGuigan expressed his commendation regarding the Good Old Days Festival. He also 

spoke about the Run to Remember 5K, which takes place prior to the start of Good Old Days and is in 

honor of the victims and first responders of 9-11. 

 

Council Member Dill made a statement regarding this year’s attendance of the Good Old Days Festival. 

 

**************** 

 

Recess: 

The Governing Body recessed briefly at 7:54 p.m. before going into Executive Session at 8:02 p.m. 

 

**************** 

 

Reconvene: 

Council President Gerety reconvened the Governing Body to Open Session at 8:20 p.m. 

 

**************** 

 

Adjournment: 

There being no further business to come before City Council, Council Member Slaughter moved, Council 

Member DePamphilis seconded and carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 

 

*************** 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Shelby Heath, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

Approved: 10/08/2026 
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